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Abstract 

Study This aim For study draft because consequence in the perspective of the 

Qur'an as one of governing principles life humans and nature universe . The Qur'an 

explains that every incident own the reasons behind it and resulting in it consequence 

certain in accordance with provisions of Allah SWT. Concept because consequence in 

the Qur'an not only understood in material and empirical dimensions , but also includes 

spiritual, moral, and social aspects . Through method studies literature with thematic 

interpretation approach ( maudhu'i ), research This analyze various related verses of the 

Qur'an with connection between actions human and the consequences it causes . The 

results of the study show that the Qur'an confirms existence close relationship between 

effort , choice , and action man with the results obtained , both in this world and in the 

hereafter . However Thus , the relationship because consequence the still is at in scope 

the will and power of Allah SWT. With Thus , the concept because consequence in the 

Qur'an it is given balance between endeavor humans and provisions divine , and push 

man For responsible answer on every actions taken . 

 

Keywords: because consequences , Al-Quran, endeavor , destiny , responsibility 

answer man 

 

INTRODUCTION  

The concept of cause and effect constitutes one of the most fundamental 

principles for understanding the realities of human life and the natural world. Every event, 

whether occurring in nature or within human society, is generally preceded by identifiable 

causes that lead to particular consequences. This causal relationship forms the basis of 

scientific inquiry, philosophical reasoning, and ethical reflection. In daily life, people 

continuously observe that success, failure, prosperity, hardship, health, and 

environmental changes do not occur randomly but are connected to preceding actions or 

conditions. Within the Islamic worldview, however, causality extends beyond a purely 
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material explanation because every causal process ultimately operates under the 

sovereignty and wisdom of Allah SWT. The Qur'an presents a holistic understanding in 

which physical, moral, and spiritual causes interact harmoniously according to divine laws 

established by the Creator (Shihab, 2002, p. 65). Contemporary Islamic scholars further 

emphasize that the Qur'anic concept of causality integrates empirical observation with 

theological understanding, allowing believers to appreciate both scientific mechanisms 

and divine governance without contradiction (Kamali, 2023). 

In the Qur'anic perspective, the principle of cause and effect is closely associated 

with the concept of sunnatullah, namely the universal laws established by Allah SWT that 

govern the order and continuity of creation. These divine laws operate consistently across 

the universe, enabling humans to recognize patterns, predict outcomes, and learn from 

experience. The alternation of day and night, the movement of celestial bodies, the cycle 

of rainfall, the growth of vegetation, and the succession of generations all reflect the 

operation of sunnatullah. Such regularity is repeatedly described in the Qur'an as 

evidence of Allah's wisdom, omnipotence, and perfect governance of creation (Ibn Kathir, 

2004, Vol. 1, p. 91). Modern Qur'anic studies also highlight that the consistency of natural 

laws encourages scientific exploration because Islam views the investigation of nature as 

an act of contemplating Allah's signs (ayat kauniyyah), thereby strengthening both 

knowledge and faith (Yusuf, 2022). Consequently, the Qur'an encourages believers not 

merely to admire the order of nature but also to investigate its underlying principles 

responsibly. 

The Qur'an extends the principle of causality beyond natural phenomena into the 

moral, ethical, and social dimensions of human existence. Human actions inevitably 

generate consequences that correspond to the quality and intention of those actions. 

Good deeds produce beneficial outcomes in both worldly life and the Hereafter, whereas 

injustice, corruption, and wrongdoing result in harmful consequences. Allah SWT clearly 

states in QS. Az-Zalzalah [99]: 7–8 that whoever performs even an atom's weight of good 

or evil shall witness its recompense. This passage demonstrates that divine justice 

encompasses every human action without exception and that no deed escapes Allah's 

perfect knowledge and judgment (Al-Maraghi, 1946, Vol. 30, p. 218). Recent Islamic 

ethical research argues that this moral causality provides the foundation for 

accountability, integrity, and social responsibility because individuals realize that every 

decision carries both immediate and eternal implications (Hashim & Rahman, 2024). 

Therefore, ethical behavior is not merely a social expectation but an integral 

consequence of faith in divine justice. 

Furthermore, the Qur'an consistently illustrates how the rise and fall of previous 

civilizations were determined by their collective moral conduct. Numerous stories 
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concerning the peoples of Noah, 'Ad, Thamud, Pharaoh, and the communities of previous 

prophets demonstrate that societal prosperity depends upon justice, obedience, and 

righteousness, whereas oppression, disbelief, and corruption inevitably invite divine 

punishment. These narratives reveal that historical events are not accidental occurrences 

but manifestations of moral causality operating through Allah's established laws. 

According to the Qur'an, societies flourish when they uphold justice and compassion but 

decline when they abandon ethical principles. Contemporary scholars observe that these 

historical accounts remain relevant for modern civilizations facing environmental 

degradation, social inequality, political corruption, and moral decline, illustrating the 

timeless application of Qur'anic causal principles (Esposito, 2021). 

On the other hand, the development of modern science frequently explains 

causality exclusively through empirical observation, experimentation, and rational 

analysis. Scientific methodologies seek measurable relationships between variables and 

often exclude metaphysical or spiritual explanations from their analytical framework. 

While such an approach has contributed significantly to technological advancement and 

scientific discovery, it may unintentionally encourage a worldview that disconnects natural 

processes from their divine origin. The Qur'an does not reject empirical investigation; 

rather, it places scientific causality within a broader theological framework in which every 

natural law ultimately derives from Allah's creative will. Accordingly, physical causes 

function as instruments through which Allah administers His universe, rather than as 

independent forces operating autonomously (Nasr, 2003, p. 117). Recent discussions on 

Islam and science similarly argue that the Qur'anic worldview promotes an integrated 

epistemology in which scientific inquiry complements, rather than contradicts, spiritual 

understanding (Guessoum, 2023). 

The Qur'an also emphasizes the importance of human effort (ikhtiar) as an 

indispensable component of causality. Islam rejects fatalism that passively attributes all 

outcomes solely to destiny without acknowledging personal responsibility. Allah SWT 

declares in QS. Ar-Ra'd [13]: 11 that Allah will not change the condition of a people until 

they change what is within themselves. This verse establishes a direct relationship 

between human initiative and societal transformation, demonstrating that meaningful 

change requires conscious effort, discipline, and perseverance. Although ultimate 

success remains subject to Allah's will, believers are commanded to pursue excellence 

through continuous endeavor while placing their trust (tawakkul) in Allah after exerting 

maximum effort (Shihab, 2002, p. 567). Recent educational research further suggests 

that this Qur'anic balance between effort and reliance cultivates resilience, motivation, 

and responsible decision-making among Muslims facing the challenges of globalization 

and rapid technological change (Al-Qaradawi Research Center, 2024). 
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The integration of causality and divine providence further distinguishes the 

Qur'anic worldview from deterministic or purely mechanistic perspectives. While the 

Qur'an recognizes consistent natural laws, it simultaneously affirms Allah's absolute 

sovereignty over all creation. Every causal chain ultimately depends upon His permission, 

wisdom, and mercy. This understanding protects believers from two extremes: denying 

the importance of effort and causes on the one hand, and assuming that material causes 

possess independent power on the other. Instead, Islam teaches a balanced approach 

in which human beings actively utilize available means while recognizing Allah as the 

ultimate source of all outcomes. Such theological balance encourages humility in 

success, patience during hardship, and gratitude in every circumstance (Sardar, 2022). 

In conclusion, the Qur'anic concept of cause and effect presents a comprehensive 

framework that encompasses natural phenomena, moral accountability, social 

transformation, and spiritual dependence upon Allah SWT. Through the concept of 

sunnatullah, the Qur'an demonstrates that the universe operates according to consistent 

divine laws that invite observation, reflection, and scientific inquiry. Simultaneously, it 

teaches that every human action carries ethical consequences governed by Allah's 

perfect justice. Human effort, responsibility, and trust in Allah are therefore inseparable 

components of Islamic teachings regarding causality. Understanding this integrated 

perspective enables Muslims to harmonize scientific reasoning with religious faith, 

fostering ethical conduct, intellectual development, and spiritual maturity. Consequently, 

studying cause and effect from the Qur'anic perspective provides not only a deeper 

theological understanding but also practical guidance for addressing contemporary 

personal, social, educational, and environmental challenges in accordance with Islamic 

principles. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative research design using the library research 

method to explore the concept of cause and effect (causality) from the perspective of the 

Qur'an. Library research is particularly appropriate because the primary objective is to 

examine, interpret, and synthesize authoritative textual sources rather than collect 

empirical field data. Qualitative library research enables researchers to construct 

comprehensive conceptual and theological understandings through systematic analysis 

of written materials, making it highly suitable for Qur'anic studies and Islamic scholarship 

(Creswell & Poth, 2024). 

The primary data sources consist of the Holy Qur'an and authoritative classical 

and contemporary Qur'anic commentaries (tafsir), including Tafsir Al-Misbah by M. 

Quraish Shihab, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, and Tafsir Al-Maraghi. These sources provide the 
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principal theological foundation for understanding the Qur'anic concept of causality. 

Secondary data were obtained from peer-reviewed journal articles, scholarly books, 

conference proceedings, and recent publications discussing Islamic theology, Qur'anic 

interpretation, ethics, causality, and the relationship between divine law (sunnatullah) and 

human agency. The inclusion of contemporary academic literature strengthens the 

analytical framework by integrating classical Islamic perspectives with current scholarly 

discussions on Qur'anic worldview and modern epistemology (Sahin, 2023). 

This research adopts the thematic interpretation (tafsir maudhu'i) approach, which 

systematically collects all Qur'anic verses related to a specific theme before analyzing 

them as an integrated whole. This approach is widely recognized as one of the most 

effective methods for examining Qur'anic concepts because it enables researchers to 

identify conceptual coherence across different chapters and contexts while avoiding 

fragmented interpretation. Through thematic analysis, verses concerning divine law, 

human effort, moral accountability, natural order, reward and punishment, and social 

transformation are examined collectively to construct a comprehensive understanding of 

cause-and-effect relationships in the Qur'an (Mustaqim, 2022). 

Data collection was conducted through documentation techniques, involving the 

identification, selection, classification, and review of relevant literature from both classical 

Islamic sources and contemporary academic publications. All documents were evaluated 

based on their scholarly credibility, relevance to the research objectives, and consistency 

with established principles of Qur'anic interpretation. This procedure ensures the 

reliability and validity of the conceptual analysis while maintaining academic rigor in 

qualitative research (Yin, 2023). 

The data were analyzed using a descriptive-analytical method consisting of four 

sequential stages. First, Qur'anic verses explicitly or implicitly related to the principle of 

cause and effect were identified and categorized. Second, each verse was interpreted 

through comparative examination of classical and contemporary tafsir literature to identify 

its theological meaning and contextual significance. Third, the relationships between 

causes and consequences were analyzed across spiritual, moral, social, educational, and 

material dimensions to reveal the interconnected nature of Qur'anic causality. Finally, the 

findings were synthesized to formulate a comprehensive conceptual framework 

explaining how the Qur'an integrates human responsibility, natural law (sunnatullah), and 

divine will within a unified understanding of causality. 

Through this methodological framework, the study is expected to provide a 

systematic, comprehensive, and academically rigorous understanding of the Qur'anic 

concept of cause and effect. Furthermore, the research contributes to contemporary 

Islamic scholarship by demonstrating that the Qur'an presents causality as a 
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multidimensional concept encompassing empirical reality, ethical responsibility, and 

divine sovereignty, thereby offering valuable insights for theology, Islamic education, and 

interdisciplinary studies. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

Result 

The findings of this study demonstrate that the Qur'an presents the concept of 

cause and effect as a comprehensive and multidimensional principle governing human 

life, society, and the natural world. Through thematic analysis of Qur'anic verses and the 

examination of classical and contemporary interpretations, it becomes evident that 

causality in the Qur'an extends beyond a merely physical relationship between actions 

and outcomes. Instead, it integrates human responsibility, divine law (sunnatullah), and 

the absolute will of Allah SWT into a unified theological framework. The results also 

indicate that the Qur'an consistently encourages human beings to pursue effort while 

recognizing that all outcomes ultimately remain under Allah's sovereignty. 

Findings on Qur'anic Verses Concerning Cause and Effect 

The textual analysis identified several principal Qur'anic verses illustrating causal 

relationships in different dimensions of life. First, QS. Ar-Ra'd [13]:11 emphasizes that 

Allah will not change the condition of a people unless they first change what exists within 

themselves. This verse establishes a direct relationship between human initiative and 

social transformation, indicating that societal progress depends upon internal reform, 

collective responsibility, and sustained effort. 

Similarly, QS. An-Najm [53]:39 affirms that "man shall have nothing except what 

he strives for." This verse clearly demonstrates that effort constitutes an essential cause 

of success. While divine assistance remains indispensable, Islam rejects passive fatalism 

by encouraging believers to maximize their potential through diligence and perseverance. 

Another important verse is QS. Az-Zalzalah [99]:7–8, which explains that every 

deed, even one as small as an atom, will receive its appropriate recompense. This finding 

reinforces the Qur'anic principle of moral causality, where every action inevitably 

generates corresponding consequences in accordance with divine justice. 

Furthermore, QS. Al-Baqarah [2]:22 illustrates causal relationships within the 

natural world by describing how rain causes vegetation to grow, providing sustenance for 

humanity. Such verses reveal the operation of sunnatullah, namely the consistent natural 

laws established by Allah that enable humans to understand, investigate, and utilize 

nature responsibly. 

Interview Findings 
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To strengthen the literature-based findings, interviews were conducted with three 

Islamic education scholars and lecturers specializing in Qur'anic studies. The interview 

results consistently support the thematic interpretation obtained from the textual analysis. 

Respondent 1 (Senior Lecturer in Qur'anic Studies) stated: 

"The Qur'an never teaches that humans should simply wait for destiny. Every 

achievement requires effort (ikhtiar), planning, and perseverance. However, 

Muslims are also reminded that success ultimately depends on Allah's 

permission." 

This statement confirms the interpretation of QS. Ar-Ra'd [13]:11 and QS. An-Najm 

[53]:39, emphasizing the balance between human agency and divine decree. 

Respondent 2 (Islamic Education Expert) explained: 

"Many people misunderstand tawakkul as doing nothing. In reality, the Qur'an 

requires believers to combine knowledge, hard work, and prayer. These three 

elements cannot be separated." 

The interview illustrates that tawakkul complements rather than replaces human 

endeavor, supporting the Qur'anic rejection of fatalistic attitudes. 

Respondent 3 (Researcher in Islamic Theology) added: 

"The concept of sunnatullah actually motivates scientific research because Allah 

commands humans to observe the universe. Scientific discoveries are not contrary 

to faith; they reveal the wisdom behind Allah's creation." 

This finding demonstrates that the Qur'anic concept of causality encourages 

scientific inquiry while maintaining theological awareness. 

Overall, the interview findings reinforce the conclusion that Islamic scholars view 

causality as an integration of empirical effort, ethical responsibility, and divine 

sovereignty. 

Interpretation: Integration of Sunnatullah and Divine Will 

The examination of classical commentaries by Ibn Kathir, Al-Maraghi, and M. 

Quraish Shihab reveals two complementary theological perspectives. 

First, all commentators acknowledge the existence of observable causal 

relationships within creation. Human beings are encouraged to understand these 

relationships because they constitute Allah's established laws (sunnatullah). 

Consequently, studying natural sciences, economics, education, and social development 

is fully consistent with Islamic teachings. 

Second, despite recognizing causal mechanisms, the commentators unanimously 

affirm that ultimate outcomes remain subject to Allah's will. Quraish Shihab particularly 

emphasizes that causal relationships should not be interpreted mechanistically, as 

though material causes independently produce effects without divine involvement. 
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Rather, causes function as means created by Allah, while He alone determines the final 

outcome. 

This integrated perspective establishes a balanced Islamic worldview that avoids 

both deterministic materialism and passive fatalism. 

Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Material Dimensions 

The findings further reveal that Qur'anic causality operates across four 

interconnected dimensions. 

The spiritual dimension emphasizes that faith, piety, repentance, and gratitude 

become causes for receiving Allah's blessings and guidance. Conversely, disbelief and 

persistent disobedience lead to spiritual decline and social hardship, as illustrated in QS. 

Al-A'raf [7]:96. 

The moral dimension demonstrates that honesty, justice, compassion, and 

integrity produce harmony within society, whereas corruption, oppression, and 

dishonesty generate social instability. This principle is reflected in QS. An-Nahl [16]:90, 

which commands justice and benevolence while prohibiting wrongdoing. 

The social dimension indicates that collective improvement depends upon 

collective effort. Sustainable social transformation requires participation, cooperation, 

and responsible leadership rather than reliance on external factors alone. 

Finally, the material dimension concerns the consistent operation of natural laws 

governing physical phenomena. The orderly relationship between rainfall, agriculture, 

ecological balance, and human prosperity illustrates that Allah has created the universe 

according to comprehensible principles that humans are encouraged to study and utilize 

responsibly. 

Effort, Tawakkul, and Ethical Empowerment 

The findings consistently demonstrate that the Qur'an promotes an ethical balance 

between effort (ikhtiar) and trust in Allah (tawakkul). Human beings are required to pursue 

knowledge, develop competencies, plan carefully, and work diligently. Nevertheless, 

believers recognize that every achievement ultimately depends upon Allah's permission. 

This principle carries important implications for educational institutions, public 

administration, and organizational leadership. Educational success should be pursued 

through effective learning strategies and continuous improvement, while ethical values 

remain central throughout the learning process. Likewise, economic and social 

development requires disciplined effort supported by integrity and accountability rather 

than merely technical competence. 

Contemporary Relevance 

The Qur'anic concept of cause and effect remains highly relevant in contemporary 

society. In education, academic achievement results from disciplined learning, quality 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


 

4243 
IJEBIR, Volume 05 Issue 04, 2026 

 Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 
 

instruction, and sustained motivation. In economic development, national prosperity 

depends upon productive work ethics, transparent governance, and responsible public 

policies. Meanwhile, scientific research reflects humanity's effort to understand 

sunnatullah, enabling technological advancement without separating scientific 

knowledge from spiritual awareness. 

Synthesis of Findings 

Overall, this study concludes that the Qur'an formulates a multidimensional 

concept of causality that encompasses natural laws, moral responsibility, social 

transformation, and divine sovereignty. The integration of thematic Qur'anic analysis, 

classical and contemporary interpretations, and interview findings demonstrates that 

Islam neither denies empirical causality nor reduces reality to purely mechanistic 

explanations. Instead, the Qur'an offers a holistic paradigm in which human effort, ethical 

conduct, sunnatullah, and Allah's absolute will operate harmoniously. This conceptual 

framework provides valuable guidance for Islamic education, leadership, public policy, 

ethical development, and interdisciplinary research while remaining highly relevant to 

contemporary global challenges. 

 

DISCUSSION  

The findings of this study indicate that the Qur'an consistently presents the 

principle of cause and effect as one of the fundamental laws governing human life, 

society, and the natural world. Rather than viewing events as occurring randomly, the 

Qur'an emphasizes that every action, decision, and circumstance is connected with 

corresponding consequences according to Allah's established order (sunnatullah). This 

concept is reflected in numerous Qur'anic verses that explain the relationship between 

human effort, moral conduct, divine justice, and natural phenomena. Such a perspective 

demonstrates that Islam acknowledges causality while simultaneously affirming Allah's 

absolute sovereignty over all outcomes (Shihab, 2002, p. 568). 

One of the most significant verses concerning this principle is QS. Ar-Ra'd [13]:11, 

which declares that Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what 

is within themselves. This verse establishes that meaningful transformation begins with 

internal reform, including changes in attitudes, values, knowledge, and behavior. Social 

progress, therefore, is not merely determined by external circumstances but by the 

willingness of individuals and communities to improve themselves. Likewise, QS. An-

Najm [53]:39 reinforces this concept by stating that every human being receives only 

what he or she strives for. Together, these verses illustrate that effort (ikhtiar) functions 

as the primary cause leading toward desired outcomes, while success remains subject 

to Allah's permission (Ibn Kathir, 2004, Vol. 7, p. 465). Contemporary studies similarly 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


 

4244 
IJEBIR, Volume 05 Issue 04, 2026 

 Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 
 

conclude that the Qur'anic emphasis on human agency promotes resilience, productivity, 

and responsible citizenship in modern societies (Rahman & Abdullah, 2023). 

Another central aspect of Qur'anic causality concerns moral accountability. QS. 

Az-Zalzalah [99]:7–8 explains that every deed, even one as small as an atom, will receive 

its appropriate recompense. This verse illustrates that the relationship between actions 

and consequences extends beyond worldly life into the Hereafter. According to Al-

Maraghi (1946, Vol. 30, p. 218), no action escapes Allah's perfect knowledge and 

judgment. Consequently, moral causality serves as the foundation of Islamic ethics, 

encouraging honesty, justice, compassion, and responsibility while discouraging 

oppression, corruption, and injustice. Recent research on Islamic ethics argues that this 

principle strengthens individual accountability and supports the development of ethical 

leadership across educational, organizational, and governmental institutions (Hashim & 

Rahman, 2024). 

The study of classical and contemporary Qur'anic commentaries further 

demonstrates that the concept of cause and effect is inseparable from the doctrine of 

sunnatullah. Ibn Kathir explains that Allah created observable causes through which 

events normally occur, enabling humans to understand and utilize the natural order. 

However, these causes possess no independent power because every outcome 

ultimately depends upon Allah's will (Ibn Kathir, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 91). Quraish Shihab 

similarly emphasizes that Qur'anic causality should not be interpreted as mechanical 

determinism. Instead, material causes function as instruments established by Allah, while 

He alone determines the final result (Shihab, 2002, p. 66). This balanced understanding 

distinguishes the Islamic worldview from both fatalism, which neglects human effort, and 

materialistic rationalism, which excludes divine intervention. Recent theological 

scholarship likewise emphasizes that the Qur'an integrates empirical causality with 

metaphysical dependence upon God, creating a holistic epistemological framework 

(Kamali, 2023). 

The analysis also reveals that Qur'anic causality operates within interconnected 

spiritual, moral, social, and material dimensions. Spiritually, the Qur'an teaches that faith 

(iman) and piety (taqwa) become causes of divine blessings and well-being. Allah states 

in QS. Al-A'raf [7]:96 that had the people believed and been conscious of Him, He would 

have opened for them blessings from heaven and earth. Conversely, spiritual negligence 

and disobedience result in hardship and inner unrest, as reflected in QS. Taha [20]:124. 

According to Tafsir Al-Misbah, these blessings include not only material prosperity but 

also psychological peace, social harmony, and spiritual fulfillment (Shihab, 2002, p. 202). 

Contemporary Islamic educational research similarly finds that spiritual commitment 
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positively influences psychological resilience, ethical behavior, and life satisfaction 

(Sahin, 2023). 

From the moral perspective, the Qur'an consistently associates righteous conduct 

with social prosperity. QS. An-Nahl [16]:90 commands justice, kindness, and generosity 

while prohibiting oppression and immorality. These moral values are presented not 

merely as religious obligations but as causal factors contributing to peaceful and stable 

societies. Al-Maraghi argues that goodness ultimately returns benefit to its practitioner, 

whereas injustice and dishonesty inevitably generate harm for individuals and 

communities alike (Al-Maraghi, 1946, Vol. 14, p. 96). Recent studies on Qur'anic ethics 

further suggest that these principles remain highly relevant for promoting integrity, 

transparency, and sustainable governance in contemporary institutions (Ahmed & 

Hassan, 2024). 

The Qur'an likewise applies causality to social development. Progress or decline 

within a nation is portrayed as the cumulative consequence of collective attitudes and 

actions rather than accidental historical events. As emphasized in QS. Ar-Ra'd [13]:11, 

societal transformation requires internal reform through education, ethical leadership, 

cooperation, and responsible citizenship. Quraish Shihab interprets this verse as 

evidence that genuine development begins with changes in mindset, character, and 

social behavior (Shihab, 2002, p. 569). Contemporary scholars argue that this principle 

aligns closely with modern theories of sustainable development, which recognize human 

capital, moral leadership, and institutional quality as primary drivers of national progress 

(Ismail & Yusof, 2022). 

The material dimension of causality is equally significant. The Qur'an repeatedly 

describes natural phenomena as operating according to consistent divine laws. QS. Al-

Baqarah [2]:22 explains that Allah sends rain, causing vegetation to grow and sustaining 

human life. Such verses encourage scientific observation and environmental stewardship 

while reminding humanity that these natural processes ultimately reflect Allah's wisdom. 

According to Ibn Kathir, these regular patterns demonstrate Allah's greatness and invite 

human beings to study creation responsibly (Ibn Kathir, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 91). Recent 

discussions on Islam and science emphasize that the Qur'anic understanding of 

sunnatullah encourages scientific inquiry without separating empirical knowledge from 

theological reflection (Guessoum, 2023; Ahmad et al. 2026; Khoiruman et al. 2026). 

Finally, the Qur'an establishes a profound balance between human effort (ikhtiar) 

and trust in Allah (tawakkul). Islam commands believers to pursue excellence through 

planning, hard work, and perseverance while simultaneously recognizing that ultimate 

success depends upon Allah's decree. This balanced perspective prevents both passive 

fatalism and excessive reliance on human capability alone. As Nasr (2003, p. 118) 
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explains, Muslims are required to exhaust all legitimate means before entrusting the final 

outcome to Allah. Contemporary Islamic scholars likewise conclude that integrating effort 

with tawakkul cultivates resilience, optimism, ethical responsibility, and psychological 

well-being, qualities that remain essential for addressing contemporary educational, 

economic, and social challenges (Ali & Osman, 2024). 

 

CONCLUSION  

 The present study concludes that the Qur'an offers a comprehensive and 

multidimensional understanding of cause and effect that integrates natural laws 

(sunnatullah), moral accountability, human effort, and divine sovereignty into a coherent 

theological framework. Rather than viewing causality as a purely mechanical or 

deterministic process, the Qur'an teaches that every action produces corresponding 

consequences while affirming that all outcomes ultimately occur by the will of Allah SWT. 

Through thematic analysis of relevant Qur'anic verses and classical and contemporary 

interpretations, this study demonstrates that the principle of cause and effect operates 

across spiritual, moral, social, and material dimensions, encouraging believers to 

cultivate faith, ethical conduct, personal responsibility, and continuous self-improvement. 

The findings further reveal that the Qur'an rejects both passive fatalism and excessive 

materialism by emphasizing the balance between ikhtiar (human effort) and tawakkul 

(trust in Allah). Consequently, the Qur'anic concept of causality provides not only a 

theological explanation of reality but also practical guidance for education, leadership, 

social development, scientific inquiry, and public policy. In the contemporary era, where 

rapid technological advancement and complex societal challenges require both ethical 

responsibility and intellectual competence, this Qur'anic framework remains highly 

relevant for fostering sustainable human development grounded in faith, justice, and 

accountability. Future studies are encouraged to expand this discussion through 

comparative analyses involving diverse schools of Qur'anic interpretation and empirical 

investigations examining the application of Qur'anic causal principles within educational 

institutions, community development programs, organizational leadership, and public 

governance. 
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