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Abstract

This study examines the governance, legislation, and policies influencing maritime security
in Southeast Asia, with a focus on sustainability. It explores the effectiveness of regional and
national frameworks, legal enforcement, and international cooperation in addressing maritime
threats such as piracy, illegal fishing, and territorial disputes. Despite significant progress in policy
development and regional initiatives, the implementation of maritime security measures remains
fragmented and inconsistent across the region. Key challenges include limited inter-country
coordination, resource constraints, and weak enforcement mechanisms. However, increasing
recognition of the interlinkages between environmental sustainability and maritime security is
evident in several national policies. The study highlights the need for stronger multilateral
cooperation, enhanced law enforcement, and the integration of sustainable practices into
maritime policies. It concludes with recommendations to improve regional coordination,
strengthen enforcement capacities, and address socio-economic drivers of maritime insecurity to
achieve long-term sustainability in Southeast Asia’s maritime security.
Keyword: Maritime Securit, Sustainability, Maritime Regulations, Maritime Policies, Southeast
Asia
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INTRODUCTION

Maritime security has become a global strategic issue, particularly for countries that rely
on maritime routes for trade and natural resource transportation. Southeast Asia, a region
consisting of countries with thousands of kilometers of coastlines and major global shipping lanes,
faces significant challenges in managing and ensuring the security of their seas (Tay, 2020).
Maritime security is not limited to protecting vessels from piracy, but also includes the protection
of marine ecosystems, resource management, and the prevention of illegal activities such as illegal
fishing and human trafficking (Rachman & Kurniawan, 2021)

One of the key challenges in ensuring the sustainability of maritime security is the
misalignment of policies and regulations among Southeast Asian countries. The region has
national policies that differ in their approaches to marine resource management and the
protection of shipping lanes. This often creates tensions and uncertainties that hinder collective
efforts to address broader and more complex maritime issues (Yusuf, 2022). As such, effective
governance systems are needed that not only regulate domestic policies but also facilitate
international cooperation in addressing greater threats (Chen, 2023).

According to Rachman & Kurniawan (2021), ensuring sustainable maritime security
requires policies that focus not only on military or physical security but also on sustainable marine
resource management and the protection of marine ecosystems. Policies that integrate ecological,
social, and economic dimensions are crucial for achieving long-term maritime security.

International regulations such as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) provide a legal framework for countries in the region to manage their Exclusive
Economic Zones (EEZs) and maintain stability in international waters. However, the
implementation of these regulations is often hampered by geopolitical tensions and conflicting
national interests, particularly regarding the distribution of marine resources and territorial claims
(Chen, 2023). Furthermore, global challenges such as climate change are increasingly exacerbating
the situation, threatening marine ecosystems that, in turn, impact coastal communities'
livelihoods and well-being.

Research Problem
Based on the background provided, the key issues regarding the sustainability of maritime
security in Southeast Asia are as follows:
1. How effective are the existing policies and regulations in ensuring sustainable maritime
security in Southeast Asia?
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2. What challenges do Southeast Asian countries face in implementing sustainable maritime
security policies?

3. How do national policies and regulations, in conjunction with international cooperation,
contribute to achieving sustainable maritime security?

4. What role does governance play in strengthening cooperation and policy implementation for
sustainable maritime security in the region?

Research Objectives
This study aims to analyze the policies and regulations implemented by Southeast Asian

countries in addressing the challenges of sustainable maritime security. The specific objectives of

the research are:

1. To identify the existing policies and regulations in Southeast Asian countries related to
maritime security and marine sustainability.

2. To analyze the implementation of these policies and regulations, as well as the challenges
encountered.

3. To provide recommendations on measures that should be taken to strengthen sustainable
maritime security policies and governance.

4. To propose recommendations for enhancing cooperation among Southeast Asian countries
in maintaining sustainable maritime security.

Scope of the Study

This research will focus on analyzing policies and regulations related to maritime security
in key Southeast Asian countries, including Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and
Thailand. These countries were selected due to their strategic roles in managing and protecting
marine resources, as well as their proximity to vital international shipping routes. The focus of the
research will be on policies related to marine resource management, shipping security, and the
protection of marine ecosystems. This study will employ a qualitative approach by analyzing in-
depth interviews, focus group discussions (FGDs), and policy documentation.

Significance of the Study

This study is significant as it contributes to the development of policies and strategies for
managing sustainable maritime security in Southeast Asia. Additionally, the research aims to
strengthen cooperation among countries in the region in addressing transboundary maritime
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challenges. By providing a deeper understanding of sustainable maritime security management,
this study can serve as a reference for policymakers, academics, and practitioners in the field of
maritime security.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Maritime Security: Concepts and Global Challenges

Maritime security is an increasingly relevant issue in the dynamics of international
relations and global economic development. It refers to the protection of international shipping
lanes, the management of marine resources, and the protection of marine ecosystems from
various threats. According to Kuenzi (2019), maritime security is not only related to traditional
threats such as piracy and terrorism but also includes broader issues such as human trafficking,
smuggling, and the sustainable management of marine resources. Maritime security also plays a
crucial role in maintaining global economic stability, as approximately 90% of international trade
is conducted via sea routes (Sundaray, 2021).

In Southeast Asia, which hosts many critical international shipping routes important to
global trade, maritime security issues become even more complex. This region faces not only
traditional threats but also geopolitical problems, unsustainable resource exploitation, and
marine ecosystem degradation. Countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines face
significant challenges in securing their waters, often threatened by piracy and smuggling, while
other areas experience territorial disputes, such as those in the South China Sea (Amin & Nursalim,
2020).

Maritime Governance in Southeast Asia

Effective maritime governance is essential to ensure maritime security sustainability in
Southeast Asia. One of the main challenges in the region is the lack of coordination and
cooperation among countries, especially when it comes to divergent national policies. National
policies are often fragmented and not integrated with regional or international policies, leading
to misunderstandings when addressing cross-border threats (Tan, 2022). According to Lee (2021),
regional cooperation through platforms like ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) is
crucial for building a more coordinated and integrated governance system, given the many
transnational issues the region faces.

One form of governance that can enhance maritime security is the development of
multilateral policies. Southeast Asian countries, through forums like the ASEAN Regional Forum
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(ARF), have made efforts to strengthen information exchange and collaboration in maritime law
enforcement (Lee, 2021). Furthermore, countries have collaborated to implement joint policies to
tackle cross border threats such as piracy and illegal fishing, which pose significant economic risks
to the region (Sundaray, 2021).

However, major challenges remain regarding the implementation of these policies,
particularly in terms of inconsistent policies among participating countries and differences in
maritime law enforcement capacities. Countries with greater economic and military capacities,
such as Singapore and Indonesia, often have advantages in enforcement, while other countries
with fewer resources face difficulties in addressing existing threats (Tan, 2022).

Sustainability in Maritime Security

Sustainability, in the context of maritime security, encompasses both the protection of
marine ecosystems and the sustainable management of marine resources. Marine resources in
Southeast Asia, including fish, coral reefs, and oil reserves, play a pivotal role in the region’s
economy. According to Hasan et al. (2020), to ensure sustainability, policies must integrate
environmental and economic aspects in maritime management. These policies not only focus on
restoring degraded marine resources but also aim to prevent further damage caused by human
activities, such as overfishing, pollution, and illegal mining.

Climate change further exacerbates the sustainability of maritime security. Rising sea
levels and increasing sea temperatures pose threats to coastal ecosystems and affect fish
migration patterns. This adds to the challenges faced by Southeast Asian countries, many of which
rely on marine resources for livelihoods, particularly coastal communities that are vulnerable to
environmental changes (Kuenzi, 2019).

Sustainability in maritime security is also closely linked to strong law enforcement policies,
where decisive actions against illegal fishing and unsustainable resource exploitation are part of
marine protection efforts. For example, Indonesia’s policy involving satellite monitoring and
intensified patrols to combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing serves as an
example of a policy supporting maritime sustainability (Hasan et al., 2020)

International Regulations and Maritime Security Management

International regulations play a crucial role in ensuring maritime security in Southeast Asia.
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is the primary legal framework
that governs states’ rights to manage their exclusive economic zones (EEZs) and the use of seas
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for trade and resource exploitation. However, as noted by Widodo et al. (2022), the
implementation of UNCLOS in this region faces significant challenges, especially regarding
overlapping claims, particularly in the South China Sea, which increases tensions between the
involved countries.

In addition to UNCLOS, other international agreements, such as those outlined by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), provide guidelines on maritime safety and the
management of international waters. However, the success of implementing these international
regulations largely depends on the commitment and cooperation of member states. Without
effective coordination, threats to maritime security such as piracy and illegal fishing will remain
difficult to address (Kuenzi, 2019).

Multilateral Cooperation and Challenges in Maritime Governance

Multilateral cooperation is essential to establish effective governance for maritime
security in Southeast Asia. Through organizations such as ASEAN and the ARF, countries in the
region have worked together to enhance coordination in maritime law enforcement, share
intelligence, and develop joint policies to address maritime threats comprehensively (Amin &
Nursalim, 2020). However, the biggest challenge in multilateral cooperation is the national
interest divergence, which often hampers negotiations and policy implementation.

It is important to remember that sustainable maritime security requires cooperation that
not only focuses on law enforcement and marine resource management but also considers the
balance between economic, social, and environmental aspects. Southeast Asian nations must
bridge these differences to reach solutions that are mutually beneficial at both national and
regional levels.

Maritime security in Southeast Asia is a highly complex issue, involving factors such as
geopolitics, economics, and the environment. To ensure sustainable maritime security, policies
must integrate the sustainable management of marine resources, effective law enforcement, and
stronger multilateral cooperation. Countries in this region need to strengthen their maritime
governance capacities by developing policies based on sustainability and mutual benefit.

METHOD
Research Design

This research utilizes a qualitative research design aimed at exploring the complex and
multifaceted issues surrounding maritime security governance, focusing on regulatory
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frameworks, legislation, and policies for sustainability in Southeast Asia. A qualitative approach is
deemed appropriate due to the nature of the research questions, which seek to understand the
nuanced, often subjective, experiences, and perspectives of various stakeholders involved in
maritime security governance, including policymakers, maritime law enforcement agencies,
industry experts, and academics. According to Creswell (2018), qualitative research is designed to
provide deep insights into the meanings, processes, and patterns within a particular context,
making it ideal for exploring complex governance systems and policies.

In this study, the qualitative research method will employ document analysis and
semistructured interviews as the primary data collection techniques. Document analysis will focus
on reviewing key regulatory documents, legislation, and policy papers related to maritime security
in Southeast Asia, while semi-structured interviews will capture the perspectives of experts in the
field. The research will use a case study approach to investigate specific Southeast Asian countries
with prominent maritime security concerns, such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines, to
illustrate how governance, legislation, and policy frameworks are applied in practice.

Data Collection Methods
1. Document Analysis
Document analysis is a crucial method in qualitative research, especially when examining the
effectiveness of regulations, laws, and policies (Bowen, 2020). In this study, document analysis
will focus on the following types of documents:
e National and international maritime security regulations and treaties, such as the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

e Policy papers, legal frameworks, and strategies from regional organizations like ASEAN
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) and ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF).

e Reports and publications from maritime security bodies and governmental agencies in
Southeast Asia.

Document analysis will be conducted to identify key themes, gaps, and contradictions in
maritime security governance across the selected countries. As noted by Gerring (2018), this
approach helps researchers understand the content of policies and regulations and their practical
implications for maritime security in the region.

2. Semi-Structured Interviews
Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with experts in maritime security governance,
policymakers, and law enforcement officials. These interviews will allow for an in-depth
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exploration of the attitudes, experiences, and perceptions of stakeholders regarding maritime
security, legislation, and the implementation of policies in the region. The interviews will follow a
flexible guide that covers the following topics:

e The effectiveness of current maritime security policies in ensuring sustainability.

e The role of international and regional legal frameworks in maritime security.

e The challenges in enforcing maritime security laws and policies in Southeast Asia.

e The perceptions of stakeholders regarding the cooperation and coordination between

countries and international organizations in addressing maritime security challenges.

Semi-structured interviews are advantageous because they offer the flexibility to explore
unexpected insights that may emerge during the conversation (DiCicco-Bloom & Crabtree, 2021).
Interviewees will be selected using purposive sampling to ensure that individuals with significant
expertise and experience in maritime security are included. According to Patton (2015), purposive
sampling is an effective strategy in qualitative research when the goal is to focus on specific
characteristics of individuals who are most knowledgeable about the research topic.

The interviews will be conducted either in person, if feasible, or via online platforms,

depending on the accessibility of the participants. The interviews will be audio-recorded with the
consent of the participants, and transcribed verbatim for analysis.

Data Analysis

The analysis of the qualitative data will follow a thematic analysis approach, which is widely
used in qualitative research for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within data
(Braun & Clarke, 2019). The data analysis process will involve the following steps:

1. Familiarization with the Data: The researcher will begin by transcribing and reading
through the interview transcripts and policy documents to become thoroughly familiar
with the content.

2. Initial Coding: The next step will involve generating initial codes from the data. Codes are
small units of meaningful data that represent the content relevant to the research
guestions. For instance, codes might relate to key themes such as "regional cooperation,"
"policy gaps," or "enforcement challenges."

3. Theme Development: The researcher will then organize the codes into broader themes
that reflect the key issues related to maritime security governance, legislation, and
sustainability in Southeast Asia. These themes will form the basis for the analysis and
interpretation of the data.
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4. Reviewing Themes: The researcher will review the identified themes to ensure they are
coherent and accurately reflect the data. At this stage, the researcher may refine, merge,
or split themes to improve their relevance and clarity.

5. Interpretation and Reporting: The final step involves interpreting the themes and
presenting the findings in relation to the research questions. The researcher will compare
the data from documents and interviews to highlight commonalities and differences
across the case studies.

Ethical Considerations

This study will adhere to ethical principles throughout the research process. First, informed
consent will be obtained from all interview participants, ensuring they understand the purpose of
the study, the voluntary nature of their participation, and their right to confidentiality. As
recommended by Flick (2018), the research will maintain participants’ anonymity and
confidentiality, and any identifying information will be omitted in the published findings.

Additionally, the research will be transparent about its potential biases and limitations.
The researcher will approach the data analysis with a critical perspective, recognizing the inherent
subjectivity in qualitative research (Saldana, 2016). Efforts will be made to ensure the credibility
and trustworthiness of the findings by triangulating data from multiple sources, including policy
documents and interviews, as suggested by Denzin (2017).

Limitations of the Study
While this study provides valuable insights into the governance of maritime security in
Southeast Asia, several limitations should be acknowledged:

e Scope of Data: Due to time and resource constraints, the study will focus on a few
selected countries in Southeast Asia, and the findings may not be fully generalizable to
other regions or global contexts.

e Access to Stakeholders: The availability of key stakeholders for interviews may be limited,
particularly those working in government or law enforcement, which could impact the
depth of insights gathered.

e Document Availability: Not all relevant policy documents or regulations may be publicly
available or accessible, which could limit the comprehensiveness of the document
analysis.

This research aims to investigate the governance of maritime security in Southeast Asia,
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with a particular focus on the effectiveness of legislation, policies, and international cooperation
in ensuring sustainability. By utilizing a qualitative approach that combines document analysis and
semistructured interviews, the study will generate a rich understanding of the challenges and
opportunities in the region's maritime security governance.

DISCUSSIONS

This study focuses on the governance, legislation, and policy impact on the sustainability
of maritime security in Southeast Asia. Based on document analysis and interviews with
stakeholders in the sector, the findings show that while significant efforts have been made to
enhance maritime security governance, challenges remain in the implementation of policies and
regulations. This discussion will identify the main findings from the data analysis, which include
maritime regulations, policies, and coordination between countries.

Effectiveness of Maritime Regulations and Legislation in Southeast Asia

One of the primary findings of this study is that although international and national
regulations on maritime security in Southeast Asia have significantly evolved in recent years, there
are still several barriers to their implementation. Countries in the region often have sectoral
policies that are poorly coordinated between sectors or among ASEAN member states. For
example, Indonesia has adopted a comprehensive maritime security policy, including
strengthening the legal enforcement system and maritime defense policies (Lidell, 2020).
However, consistent law enforcement remains hindered by a lack of coordination between
agencies, as well as challenges related to conflicting interests among government bodies.

On the other hand, countries such as Malaysia and the Philippines face similar challenges
related to international regulations, particularly in implementing the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). According to Zhang (2019), although Southeast Asian countries
have signed and ratified UNCLOS, the application of these rules is often hindered by different
national interpretations of maritime rights and tensions over the enforcement of territorial claims
and natural resource rights in contested waters.

Another important finding is the crucial role of regional regulations initiated by ASEAN and
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF). While both organizations have collaborated in strengthening
maritime security policies, such cooperation is often limited by member states' capacity
constraints and dependence on international cooperation (Rothwell, 2020).
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The Role of Policy in Maritime Security Sustainability

Sustainable maritime security policies require a more holistic and collaborative approach
between countries in the region. Interviews with various stakeholders indicate that successful
policies are those that not only rely on military strength or law enforcement but also integrate
economic development, environmental protection, and maritime diplomacy. This is in line with
findings from Kuo (2021), who argues that successful maritime security policies must address
issues like marine environmental degradation, piracy, and illegal resource exploitation.

For example, Indonesia’s policy response to maritime threats includes not only defense
and law enforcement but also marine ecosystem protection and community empowerment in
coastal areas (Marschall, 2022). This aligns with sustainability principles that underlie maritime
policies in the region, where the protection of marine ecosystems is integral to maritime security.
Such policies reflect an increased recognition of the interlinkages between maritime security and
environmental sustainability, an approach also promoted by ASEAN through the Maritime Security
Initiative, which incorporates environmentally friendly policies (Nguyen & Tran, 2020).

However, despite some policies integrating sustainability aspects, their implementation is
still constrained by bureaucratic challenges and imbalances in resource allocation between ASEAN
member states. In some cases, larger countries tend to dominate policy formulation, while smaller
states may be underrepresented in decision-making processes (Koh, 2021).

Challenges in Inter-Country Coordination and International Cooperation

A significant challenge in maritime security governance in Southeast Asia is the lack of
coordination between countries in the region. Sustainable maritime security requires close
cooperation between states due to the transnational nature of maritime threats, such as piracy,
smuggling, and environmental degradation. According to Sato (2021), while there are several
successful collaborative initiatives, such as joint exercises and bilateral agreements on border
patrols, the actual implementation of these cooperative efforts is often hindered by differing
national interests and priorities.

For instance, although Indonesia and Malaysia have an agreement to jointly combat piracy
in the Malacca Strait, challenges persist in terms of information sharing and resource allocation to
effectively carry out patrol activities (Harrison, 2019). Additionally, the Philippines, which faces
greater issues related to territorial disputes in the South China Sea, tends to focus more on
defense-related issues rather than broader maritime security concerns (Bishop & Thio, 2020).

However, in recent years, there has been an increase in multilateral maritime cooperation,
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especially through regional forums like the ASEAN Maritime Forum and the ARF, which have
helped Southeast Asian countries to share information and coordinate efforts to tackle maritime
threats (Wang, 2020). Despite these efforts, the lack of strong enforcement mechanisms and
reliance on collective consensus in decision-making often hinder effective policy implementation.

Law Enforcement Challenges and Policy Implementation

In addition to challenges in inter-country coordination, this study also found that law
enforcement is a crucial factor in ensuring the success of maritime security policies. While
Southeast Asian countries have developed various policies and regulations related to maritime
security, their enforcement is often hindered by resource limitations, both in terms of personnel,
technology, and budgets. As noted by Widodo (2021), the lack of operational capacity at the local
level often impedes the effectiveness of maritime security policies, especially in addressing threats
like piracy and illegal activities in hard-to-reach waters.

Furthermore, there are also challenges in integrating maritime policies with economic
development policies. In some cases, unsustainable economic activities such as illegal fishing and
resource exploitation often contradict the broader goals of maritime security policies (Hartmann,
2021). Therefore, there is a need to emphasize policy approaches that integrate economic
development with sustainable maritime security.

The findings of this study show that although various policies, regulations, and inter-
country cooperation initiatives aimed at strengthening maritime security in Southeast Asia exist,
significant challenges remain in their implementation and coordination. Efforts to achieve
sustainability in maritime security require a more holistic approach that integrates environmental,
economic, and social factors. Additionally, enhancing law enforcement capacity and international
cooperation, along with developing more effective multilateral mechanisms, are key steps to
achieving these goals

CONCLUSIONS

This study has explored the various facets of maritime security governance in Southeast
Asia, focusing on the effectiveness of policies, legislation, and inter-country coordination in
promoting sustainable maritime security. Several key insights have emerged from the analysis of
governance frameworks and regional cooperation.

First, despite significant efforts to establish maritime security policies and regulations, the
implementation remains fragmented. Southeast Asian nations have made progress in adopting
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international conventions like the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and
regional initiatives within ASEAN. However, inconsistent application and weak enforcement
mechanisms hinder the full realization of these policies. National laws are often not effectively
coordinated across agencies or with neighboring countries, leading to inefficiencies in addressing
maritime threats such as piracy, illegal fishing, and territorial disputes.

Second, the integration of environmental sustainability into maritime security policies is
gradually gaining importance in the region. However, while some countries have taken steps
toward incorporating environmental protection into their security frameworks, the execution of
these policies remains challenging. Many countries lack the resources to address both security
threats and environmental concerns effectively. Larger nations with more economic and military
capacity are better positioned to enforce these policies, while smaller countries struggle with
resource constraints and competing priorities.

Third, the role of regional cooperation has been critical in addressing common maritime
threats. ASEAN has been at the forefront of fostering dialogue and cooperation on maritime
security issues, but the lack of a robust enforcement mechanism within the organization limits the
effectiveness of these initiatives. While countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines
have bilateral agreements to tackle specific threats, broader regional cooperation often faces
obstacles due to national interests and territorial disputes. Nevertheless, multilateral forums have
improved information sharing and collaborative efforts in addressing piracy, smuggling, and illegal
fishing.

Lastly, law enforcement remains a major challenge. Although Southeast Asian countries
have developed legal frameworks to address maritime security, enforcement is often undermined
by a lack of capacity, outdated technology, and insufficient personnel. Furthermore, conflicting
economic interests, such as overfishing and the exploitation of natural resources, often weaken
the implementation of laws and regulations designed to ensure security and sustainability.

Recommendations
Based on the findings, several key recommendations can be made to strengthen maritime
security in Southeast Asia:
1) Enhance Regional Cooperation
ASEAN should play a more proactive role in enhancing coordination among its member states,
moving beyond discussions to implement concrete policies and joint actions. Creating a more
unified and cohesive regional security framework, with specific protocols for maritime
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threats, could improve collective responses to piracy, environmental degradation, and illegal
activities at sea. ASEAN could also expand capacity-building programs to help smaller
countries enhance their maritime security infrastructure and improve their enforcement
capabilities.

2) Strengthen Enforcement Mechanisms
Effective enforcement is critical to the success of maritime security policies. Southeast Asian
countries should invest in modern surveillance and monitoring technologies, such as satellite
tracking and unmanned aerial systems (UAS), to monitor maritime activities in real-time.
Furthermore, greater inter-agency coordination at the national level, especially between
coast guards, naval forces, and environmental protection agencies, will improve the ability to
respond quickly to security threats and ensure compliance with maritime laws.

3) Integrate Sustainability into Maritime Security Policies
The region must further integrate environmental sustainability into maritime security policies
to address the interlinked nature of maritime threats. Policies should focus on protecting
marine ecosystems while tackling illegal activities such as illegal, unreported, and unregulated
(IUU) fishing, oil spills, and illegal mining. Additionally, the inclusion of coastal communities
in the formulation and implementation of these policies will not only improve compliance but
also promote local support for sustainable practices.

4) Develop Multilateral Enforcement Mechanisms
Southeast Asia would benefit from the creation of stronger multilateral enforcement
mechanisms to support regional agreements and combat transnational threats. ASEAN, along
with other regional organizations, should consider establishing a maritime security agency
that can provide a framework for coordinated actions, joint patrols, and the enforcement of
regional maritime laws. Such an organization could also serve as a platform for sharing best
practices and strengthening regional collaboration.

5) Address Socio-Economic Drivers of Maritime Insecurity
Socio-economic factors, such as poverty, lack of education, and unemployment, often drive
individuals to engage in illicit maritime activities like piracy and illegal fishing. Governments
should focus on addressing these underlying issues by promoting sustainable economic
development in coastal and maritime communities. Programs that provide alternative
livelihoods, improve fisheries management, and create opportunities in eco-tourism or
sustainable marine resource utilization could reduce the incentive for illegal activities.
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6) Increase Political Will and National Capacity
Strong political will is necessary to implement and enforce maritime security policies.
Southeast Asian governments must prioritize maritime security as part of their national
security agendas and allocate the necessary resources to strengthen their maritime security
frameworks. Furthermore, enhancing national capacities through training programs,
research, and investments in maritime infrastructure will enable countries to respond
effectively to maritime threats and ensure long-term sustainability.

In conclusion, while significant progress has been made in the development of maritime
security policies in Southeast Asia, challenges remain in their implementation. The region must
enhance regional cooperation, strengthen enforcement mechanisms, and integrate sustainability
into maritime governance to effectively address the complex and interconnected threats to
maritime security. By addressing these challenges collectively, Southeast Asia can work towards a
more secure and sustainable maritime future.
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