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Abstract

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Industry 4.0 era demands
educational reforms that foster data, technical, and human literacies alongside moral
independence. This study analyzes the management, supporting factors, and obstacles of the
Independent Curriculum in Madrasah Aliyah (MA) Pilot Projects in Musi Banyuasin Regency.
Employing a qualitative descriptive design, data were collected through in-depth interviews,
participatory observations, and documentation involving Waka Kurikulum, madrasah heads, and
students. Findings reveal that successful implementation hinges on strong synergy among
curriculum coordinators, teachers, and educational stakeholders. The Waka Kurikulum plays a
pivotal role in cultivating dynamic, interactive learning environments and designing creative,
inclusive assessments that holistically measure student competencies. However, significant
challenges persist, including a lack of implementation references, unfamiliarity among teachers
and students, and constraints in funding and facilities. These barriers highlight the urgent need for
targeted training, resource optimization, and comprehensive curriculum socialization. Ultimately,
this research offers strategic insights for optimizing school-level curriculum management. By
addressing these obstacles through collaborative leadership and adaptive pedagogy, madrasahs
can enhance the Independent Curriculum’s effectiveness, ensuring graduates are well-prepared to
navigate contemporary academic and professional demands.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is one of the strategic sectors in the development of a country (Shelina &;
Panjaitan, 2023). Quality education can help create a smart and highly competitive society
(Podder et al., 2022). To achieve this, it is necessary to have a curriculum that is well designed
and in accordance with the needs of students and the demands of the times.

The replacement of the 2013 Curriculum with the Merdeka Curriculum is an initiative of
the Indonesian government to continue to improve the quality of education in Indonesia (Elitasari
et al., 2023). The Merdeka Curriculum provides freedom to teachers and students to develop
more creative and innovative learning, so it is expected to increase the interest and motivation
of students in learning. The Merdeka Curriculum is designed to be able to adapt to the demands
of the times and the increasingly diverse needs of students. This curriculum also pays attention
to the increasingly rapid development of technology and information (Aegustinawati &; Sunarya,
2023).

The Merdeka Curriculum places competence as the main focus in the learning process.
This curriculum emphasizes the development of competencies and skills that are relevant to the
needs of the world of work, so that school graduates can be better prepared to face the world of
work. The Merdeka Curriculum provides space for students to actively participate in the learning
process. This curriculum emphasizes collaborative and interactive learning, so it is expected to
increase student participation and activeness (Aegustinawati &; Sunarya, 2023; Sudianto et al.,
2023).

One of the efforts made by the Indonesian government to improve the quality of
education is by issuing the Merdeka Curriculum. This curriculum is a new innovation that aims to
provide freedom to teachers and students in developing more creative and innovative learning
(Lestari et al., 2023; Warsihna et al., 2023).

Meanwhile, Curriculum Merdeka is a diverse incurricular learning curriculum that
optimizes content to give students sufficient time to explore concepts and strengthen their
competencies. Teachers have the flexibility to choose from a variety of educational tools to tailor
learning to students' learning needs and interests. The projects are developed around specific
themes set by the government to enhance the achievement of the Pancasila student profile. The
project is not intended to achieve any specific learning success goal. That is, it is not tied to
technical content (Arifin et al., 2023; Riyadi &; Budiman, 2023).

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum is a policy that is considered
transformative in the world of education, of course, there are various changes that will be felt by
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teachers. This change felt by the teacher exposes him to various obstacles that need to be
overcome properly so that in the implementation process to obtain results that are in accordance
with the expectations of the curriculum, teachers have to learn a lot again because the content
in the independent curriculum is more or less different from the content in the 2013 curriculum
(Agus et al., 2023; Warsihna et al., 2023).

Decree of the Minister of Religious Affairs Number 347 of 2022 concerning the
Implementation of the Independent Curriculum, madrasahs are given space for creation and
innovation in teaching and learning management. The concept of an independent curriculum in
madrasahs includes simplification of the curriculum, creation of creative spaces, and flexibility of
instructional units in learning management In the implementation of the independent curriculum,
there are several obstacles faced by madrasah pilot projects including funding problems, lack of
understanding of teachers related to the independent curriculum due to lack of socialization and
lack of available teaching resources, making implementation run less optimally. Based on the
background above, it attracts the attention of researchers to research further. So that in writing
this research took the title implications of implementing an independent curriculum in the
madrasah aliyah pilot project in Musi Banyuasin Regency.

This research uses a qualitative meitendo. Qualitative research is research that produces
findings that cannot be achieved by using statistical production or by means of quantification
(Ghony et al.,, 2016). Qualitative research can affect community life, identity, behavior,
organizational function, social development, and icity development. In this qualitative research,
there are several field qualitative research characteristics, namely field research whose data are
directly reviewed from the field, both beiruipa observation, interviews, and doquimeintation
(Suharsimi, 2016).

This research took place in 3 Madrasah Pilot Project Curriculum Merdeka in Musi
Banyuasin Regency, namely MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin, MA Nurul Islam, and MA Darul Hikmah.
Because in Musi Banyuasin Regency, only 3 scattered madrasahs have been appointed as pilot
projects for the implementation of the independent curriculum in the 2022-2023 academic year.
Research on the implementation of the independent curriculum in the madrasah aliyah pilot
project in Musi Banyuasin Regency will begin in September 2023 until it is completed.

In collecting data sources, researchers collect data sources in the form of primary data and
secondary data. In this study, researchers used interactive techniques, namely in-depth
interviews, instrumental observation, and documentation. The data validity technique used in this
study is data triangulation. According to Miles & Huberman, analysis consists of activities that
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occur simultaneously, namely: data reduction, data presentation, verification, and conclusion
drawing (Sugiyono, 2019).

RESULTS
Implementation of the Independent Curriculum at the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi
Banyuasin Regency

Education has a very important role in shaping the character and skills of students to face
the challenges of the modern world. In order to update education in Madrasah Aliyah, the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum is an innovative step to increase the relevance
and effectiveness of learning. This study aims to describe the results of the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin Regency.

1. Implementation of learning

In the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in Madrasah, each component is
expected to provide information and creative ideas, especially to the Deputy Head of Curriculum
(Waka Kurikulum), who acts as a driving force for the implementation of learning. That is, each
Waka Curriculum needs to understand well their duties and functions to carry out learning
activities optimally. Thus, learning can run effectively and efficiently, create a dynamic learning
environment, and provide a quality learning experience for students. Good coordination between
Waka Curriculum and its team members is the key to success in realizing the goals of the
Independent Curriculum in Madrasah, especially in the context of implementing interactive
learning and oriented towards developing student competencies.

Based on the results of observations and interviews conducted by researchers on the
implementation of learning in Madrasah, especially in the context of the Independent Curriculum,
it was found that the critical role of the Deputy Head of Curriculum is very important in ensuring
a maximum learning experience. Observation includes active participation of students, application
of learning methods that focus on skill development, use of relevant learning resources,
comprehensive learning evaluation, and effective team collaboration. With the views of Pak
Erdiansyah and Pak Sulhan, Waka Curriculum in two different Madrasabhs, it can be seen that the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum not only prioritizes knowledge transfer, but also
stimulates independent thinking, creativity, and student readiness to face changes in society and
the world of work. This observation provides a concrete picture of the effectiveness of the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum in achieving the objectives of student competency
development.
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2. Teacher comprehension

In the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in Madrasah, teacher understanding
is a crucial aspect that affects learning success. Teachers' understanding of the principles of the
Independent Curriculum is very important so that they can become effective facilitators in
designing and implementing learning activities. This understanding includes awareness of the
purpose of the Merdeka Curriculum which emphasizes the development of students' skills and
critical thinking. Teachers also need to understand their role as companions who guide students
in undergoing a more interactive learning process and oriented towards competency
development. Coordination between teachers and colleagues in initiating creative ideas and
aligning their tasks and functions is essential in achieving the full effectiveness of the Independent
Curriculum. With deep teacher understanding, the learning process can take place more
optimally, create a dynamic learning atmosphere and provide a meaningful learning experience
for students.

Based on the results of observations and interviews conducted by researchers on the
understanding of teachers in Madrasah. Teachers' understanding in the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum in Madrasah is the main focus of field observation. Observations of
teacher and student interactions include the extent to which teachers apply the principles of the
Independent Curriculum in designing learning that focuses on developing students' skills and
critical thinking. In the classroom context, special attention is paid to the explanation of learning
objectives that emphasize the development of student competencies and how the teacher
actively guides students. Observation also involves the aspect of inclusivity, checking whether
teachers give students the freedom to participate and express their ideas. In addition, an
evaluation is carried out on the relevance of learning to local cultural values, explaining the extent
to which learning content is related to students' daily lives. This field observation aims to measure
the extent to which teacher understanding supports the effectiveness of the implementation of
the Independent Curriculum and the achievement of holistic learning objectives.

3. Implementation of Learning Assessments

In the implementation of learning assessment in Madrasah with the Independent
Curriculum, the main role is given to the Deputy Head of Curriculum. Waka Curriculum is expected
to be the main driver in carrying out creative and informative learning assessments. Therefore,
each Waka Curriculum needs to understand well their duties and functions to ensure that the
assessment process can run optimally. Thus, learning assessment can be an effective tool in
measuring student understanding and development. Good coordination between Waka
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Curriculum and the assessment team is key to ensuring that the assessment not only covers
cognitive aspects but also describes thoroughly the progress of students in developing
competencies in accordance with the principles of the Independent Curriculum.

Based on the results of observations made by researchers on the implementation of
assessments in Madrasah. It can be seen that the role of the Deputy Head of Curriculum is central
in encouraging innovation and informativity of assessment. Each Waka Curriculum is expected to
understand their duties and functions well to ensure a smooth assessment process. The emphasis
on aspects of creativity and opportunities for active participation of students reflects the spirit of
the Merdeka Curriculum. Effective coordination between Waka Curriculum and the assessment
team at MADrasah is key to ensuring that assessments not only measure cognitive aspects, but
also reflect students' overall competency development. The statement from Erdiansyah and Pak
Sulhan emphasized that learning assessments not only measure academic achievement, but also
aim to develop students' abilities in facing real-world challenges, encourage creativity, and foster
a continuous spirit of learning. Observations in MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin and MA Darul Hikmah also
provide a concrete picture of the implementation of the principles of the Independent Curriculum
in the context of learning assessment in Madrasah.

4. Education Stakeholder Engagement

In the implementation of learning assessments in Madrasahs with the Independent
Curriculum, the main role is given to the Madrasah as the main driver in carrying out creative and
informative learning assessments. Therefore, each Madrasah needs to understand well their
duties and functions to ensure that the assessment process can run optimally. Thus, learning
assessment can be an effective tool in measuring student understanding and development. Good
coordination between the Madrasah and the assessment team is key to ensure that the
assessment not only covers cognitive aspects but also describes thoroughly the progress of
students in developing competencies in accordance with the principles of the Independent
Curriculum.

Based on the results of observations made by researchers on the role of education
stakeholders in Madrasah. A good understanding of each Madrasah on their duties and functions
is the basis for carrying out the assessment process optimally. The goal is to make learning
assessment an effective tool for measuring student understanding and development. Efficient
coordination between the Madrasah and the assessment team is a major factor to ensure that the
assessment not only assesses cognitive aspects, but also provides a comprehensive picture of
students' progress in developing competencies in accordance with the principles of the
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Independent Curriculum. The statement from Erdiansyah and Pak Alamsyah emphasized that the
involvement of education stakeholders is an important element in supporting the vision of the
Independent Curriculum, with the hope of creating relevant education, focusing on developing
students' skills and character. The observations of researchers at MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin and MA
Nurul Islam also confirmed the importance of the involvement of education stakeholders in
supporting the successful implementation of the Independent Curriculum in Madrasah.

Supporting Factors for the Implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah
Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin Regency

The supporting factors for the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the
Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin Regency involve a number of key elements that
play a role in achieving successful implementation.
1. Concern of each Madrasah Component

Active involvement and deep understanding from teachers, principals, and administrative
staff in the implementation of the Independent Curriculum is the main key. Based on the results
of observations and interviews of researchers, it is known that the concern of each component of
the madrasah for their role in the implementation of the Independent Curriculum is an important
point. A good understanding of teachers, principals, and administrative staff in Madrasah on their
duties and responsibilities is the main foundation in carrying out the learning assessment process
optimally. With this awareness, the purpose of the assessment is not only limited to measuring
cognitive aspects, but also provides a comprehensive picture of students' progress in developing
competencies in accordance with the principles of the Independent Curriculum. Efficient
coordination between all parties in the Madrasah and the assessment team is a major factor to
ensure that the assessment contributes positively to the development of students' skills and
character. The statement from Erdiansyah and Pak Alamsyah emphasized that the concern of each
component of the madrasah for the vision of the Independent Curriculum is an important
element, expected to create more relevant education and focus on developing students' skills and
character. The observations of researchers at MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin and MA Nurul Islam also
confirmed that the active involvement of each component of the madrasah is the key to success
in supporting the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in Madrasah.
2. Utilization of Innovative Technology and Learning Resources

The adoption of innovative technologies and learning resources enriches students' learning
experiences and integrates technology-based approaches into the curriculum. Based on
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observations and interviews conducted by researchers, it is known that the focus on the use of
technology and innovative learning resources is a prominent aspect. It can be seen that in MA
Darul Hikmah, teachers and administrative staff actively apply technology in the learning process.
The use of technological devices such as computers and projectors is used to support material
delivery and increase student engagement. The principal at MA Darul Hikmah gave full support to
the integration of technology in learning to improve the quality of education. This observation
reflects the commitment to adopt innovations in the Merdeka Curriculum, with innovative
technology and learning resources as tools to achieve learning that is more interactive and
relevant to the times.
3. Collaboration with Various Learning Communities

Close collaboration with local communities contributes to linking learning to the context
of student life, ensuring the relevance of the curriculum to local social and cultural realities. Based
on observations and interviews, it is known that the collaboration of madrasahs with various
learning communities shows the concern of each component of the madrasah for their role in the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum. Teachers, principals, and administrative staff
understand their duties and responsibilities, forming a key foundation in learning assessment. This
understanding ensures that assessment not only measures cognitive aspects, but also reflects
student progress according to the principles of the Independent Curriculum. Efficient coordination
between all parties in the madrasah and the assessment team is a major factor to ensure the
positive contribution of assessment to the development of students' skills and character. This
awareness, as expressed by Erdiansyah and Pak Alamsyah, confirms that the concern of each
component of the madrasah for the vision of the Independent Curriculum is an important element
in creating more relevant education, focusing on developing students' skills and character. The
observations of researchers at MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin and MA Nurul Islam confirm that the active
involvement of each component of the madrasah is the key to successfully supporting the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum in Madrasah.

Inhibiting Factors for the Implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah
Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin Regency

Factors inhibiting the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah
Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin District can vary, and understanding these barriers is
important for designing effective strategies. Here are some inhibiting factors that may be faced:
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1. Lack of Teacher Understanding and Readiness

Limited understanding and readiness of teachers towards the concepts and principles of
the Independent Curriculum can be a major obstacle. Sufficient training is needed for teachers to
implement this curriculum effectively. Based on observations and interviews, it is known that the
concern of each component of the madrasah for their role in the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum is an important point. A good understanding of teachers, principals, and
administrative staff in Madrasah on their duties and responsibilities is the main foundation in
carrying out the learning assessment process optimally. With this awareness, the purpose of the
assessment is not only limited to measuring cognitive aspects, but also provides a comprehensive
picture of students' progress in developing competencies in accordance with the principles of the
Independent Curriculum. Efficient coordination between all parties in the Madrasah and the
assessment team is a major factor to ensure that the assessment contributes positively to the
development of students' skills and character. The statement from Erdiansyah and Pak Alamsyah
emphasized that the concern of each component of the madrasah for the vision of the
Independent Curriculum is an important element, expected to create more relevant education
and focus on developing students' skills and character. The observations of researchers at MAN 1
Musi Banyuasin and MA Nurul Islam also confirmed that the active involvement of each
component of the madrasah is the key to success in supporting the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum in Madrasah.
2. Limited Resources

Limited facilities and infrastructure, including textbooks, technology, and learning
facilities, can hinder optimal curriculum implementation. This includes limited funding for training
and resource development. Based on observations and interviews, it is known that limited
resources are still an obstacle in the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. Especially in
MA Darul Hikmah, it can be seen that these constraints can affect the use of innovative technology
and learning resources. Despite efforts to implement the technology, limited resources such as
computers and projectors can limit its effectiveness. Therefore, strategies need to be developed
to overcome these limitations, such as efforts to procure more adequate resources or creative
utilization of available resources. Nevertheless, the commitment to continue to improve the use
of technology in learning remains an integral part of the struggle to overcome limited resources
in the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum.
3. Resistance to Change

Discomfort or resistance from some parties, such as teachers, parents, or students, to

869
IJEVSS, Volume 05 Issue 02, 2026

Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International License



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Iniernanonal Journal ol Educaiion, Vocaiional and Social Science

htips:/ /e-joumal.cifakensuifindo .or.id/index.php /IJEVSS
E-ISSN : 2963 4954 ll VSS

changes caused by the Merdeka Curriculum can be an obstacle. It is necessary to socialize and
form a better understanding. Based on observations and interviews, it is known that the
involvement of each component of madrasah is very important in overcoming resistance to
curriculum change. A deep understanding of teachers, principals, and administrative staff of their
goals and duties is a key foundation in mitigating resistance. With this awareness, the learning
assessment process does not only focus on cognitive aspects, but also involves developing
competencies thoroughly in accordance with the principles of the Independent Curriculum.
Efficient coordination between all parties in the madrasah and the assessment team is key to
ensuring that resistance can be overcome, contributing positively to the development of students'
skills and character. The statement from Erdiansyah and Pak Alamsyah emphasized that the
concern of each component of the madrasah for the vision of the Independent Curriculum is an
important element in overcoming the challenge of resistance to curriculum change. The
observations of researchers at MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin and MA Nurul Islam also confirmed that
the active involvement of each component of the madrasah is the key to success in supporting the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum and overcoming resistance to change.

DISCUSSION

In the implementation of the Independent Curriculum at the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project
in Musi Banyuasin Regency, various important aspects are the focus to understand in depth its
implementation. The implementation of learning is the core of the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum. In this case, the role of the Deputy Head of Curriculum (Waka Kurikulum)
stands out as the main driver in ensuring the success of learning activities. Good coordination
between Waka Curriculum and its team members is a key factor in creating a dynamic and
interactive learning environment. Teachers at MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin and MA Darul Hikmah
consciously recognize that the Merdeka Curriculum opens up greater opportunities for students
to actively participate, develop skills, and experience more relevant learning.

Teachers' understanding of the principles of the Independent Curriculum is crucial in
making them effective facilitators of learning (Pantiwati et al., 2023). In implementing this
curriculum, teachers are not only conveyors of information, but also mentors of students in the
development of skills and critical thinking (Younis, 2022). Observations in MAN 1 Musi Banyuasin
and MA Nurul Islam confirm that teachers' understanding of the Independent Curriculum supports
the creation of an inclusive learning environment, where students are given freedom of
expression and valued for their ideas.
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The aspect of learning assessment is also a major concern in the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum (Elyana et al., 2023). The Deputy Head of Curriculum (Waka Kurikulum)
plays a central role in carrying out creative and informative learning assessments. In this context,
assessment is not only focused on cognitive aspects, but is also designed to describe the overall
development of student competencies. Relevant and meaningful assessment experiences are the
goal, and Curriculum Merdeka plays a role in shaping the evaluation framework that is in
accordance with the spirit of the curriculum.

The involvement of education stakeholders, especially Madrasahs, is a crucial element in
supporting the successful implementation of the Independent Curriculum (Wijayanti &; Ngazizah,
2023). Deep understanding from each relevant party, such as the Deputy Head of Curriculum and
teachers, is the foundation for carrying out the assessment process optimally. The support and
involvement of education stakeholders reinforces the relevance of education to students' social
and cultural realities. Overall, the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah
Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin Regency creates an educational paradigm that prioritizes
active learning, skill development, and critical thinking of students. The various aspects that have
been discussed illustrate the commitment and joint efforts to form a generation that is ready to
face the challenges of the modern world.

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project
in Musi Banyuasin Regency met significant support from various supporting factors. These factors,
involving a number of key elements, play a major role in achieving successful implementation of
this innovative curriculum. The concern of each component of the madrasah is the main
foundation. Active involvement and deep understanding from teachers, principals, and
administrative staff are the main determinants of the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum.
They have a critical role in carrying out learning activities effectively and efficiently. In this context,
a strong understanding of the principles of this curriculum is key in creating a dynamic and quality
learning environment.

The use of technology and innovative learning resources also enriches the student learning
experience (Rahmah & Sukmawan, 2023). Technology adoption helps integrate technology-based
approaches in the curriculum, making it more responsive to the times. Thus, students can develop
skills relevant to the needs of the modern world. Collaboration with various learning communities
is an important factor in the context of the Merdeka Curriculum. Close relationships with local
communities provide the dual advantage of linking learning to the context of student life and
ensuring the relevance of the curriculum to local social and cultural realities. This creates a

871
IJEVSS, Volume 05 Issue 02, 2026

Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International License



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Iniernanonal Journal ol Educaiion, Vocaiional and Social Science

htips:/ /e-joumal.cifakensuifindo.or.id/index.php /IJEVSS
E-ISSN : 2963 4954 [l VSS

mutually beneficial relationship between the madrasa and the surrounding community. The
importance of these factors in various educational contexts shows that the success of the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum is not only determined by technical aspects. In a
broader perspective, humanitarian and social aspects have a profound role. In addition, synergies
between the involvement of all stakeholders and the adaptation of the curriculum to local needs
are key to success in achieving more relevant and holistic learning goals.

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project
in Musi Banyuasin Regency faces a number of inhibiting factors that require deep understanding
and targeted strategies. First, teachers' lack of understanding and readiness towards the concepts
and principles of the Independent Curriculum is a major obstacle that requires sufficient training
efforts so that teachers can implement this curriculum effectively. Second, limited resources,
including facilities and infrastructure, textbooks, technology, and learning facilities, can hinder
optimal curriculum implementation. It should also be noted the limited funds for training and
resource development.

Resistance to change on the part of teachers, parents, or students can create discomfort
that slows adaptation to the Merdeka Curriculum (Darmawan &; Rosmilawati, 2020). Therefore,
it is necessary to socialize and form a better understanding to overcome this resistance. The
limitations of an effective evaluation and monitoring system can hinder understanding of the
extent to which the Independent Curriculum has been successfully implemented. Inadequate
evaluation can complicate repairs and necessary adjustments.

The difficulty of procuring learning materials in accordance with the Independent
Curriculum can be a challenge, while the vagueness of implementation guidelines can create
obstacles in interpreting and applying curriculum principles. The level of public acceptance of
curriculum changes also needs to be a concern, because lack of community support can create
pressure and obstacles in implementation.

Limited access to technology evenly across madrasahs can create learning gaps, while low
levels of student engagement can hinder the achievement of the goals of the Independent
Curriculum which emphasizes skill development and critical thinking (Putri et al., 2023). The
incompatibility of the Merdeka Curriculum with local socio-cultural needs and realities can reduce
its effectiveness in preparing students to face the challenges of the modern world in Musi
Banyuasin Regency. In overcoming these inhibiting factors, targeted strategies such as intensive
training for teachers, increased access to learning resources, and strong socialization to all
relevant parties are important steps. This effort is needed to ensure that the Merdeka Curriculum
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can be implemented successfully and provide maximum benefits for the development of
education in the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin Regency.

CONCLUSION

Based on data analysis from existing research results, researchers can convey conclusions,
namely 1) The implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot
Project, Musi Banyuasin Regency, reflects the synergy between Waka Kurikulum, teachers, and
education stakeholders. Focusing on interactive learning, the key role of Waka Curriculum is
shaping the dynamic learning environment. Teachers' deep understanding of the Independent
Curriculum encourages them to become effective learning facilitators, mobilizes active student
participation, and creates more relevant learning experiences. Creative and inclusive learning
assessments, led by Waka Kurikulum, ensure a thorough evaluation of students' competency
development. The full involvement of education stakeholders, including Madrasah, shows a shared
commitment in shaping an educational paradigm that prepares the younger generation to face the
complex dynamics of the modern era. 2) The implementation of the Independent Curriculum in
the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project of Musi Banyuasin Regency, supported by supporting factors
such as The involvement of teachers, principals, and administrative staff is crucial in creating a
dynamic learning environment. The utilization of innovative technologies and resources enriches
the student experience, while collaboration with local communities enhances the relevance of the
curriculum. Successful implementation demonstrates the deep role of humanitarian and social
aspects, as well as synergies between stakeholders and curriculum adaptation to local needs; 3)
The implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project, Musi
Banyuasin Regency, is faced with a number of inhibiting factors which include lack of teacher
understanding, limited resources, resistance to change, and constraints in evaluation and
monitoring. Other challenges involve difficulties in procuring learning materials, levels of
community acceptance, limited access to technology, and incompatibility with local realities. To
overcome these barriers, strategies such as intensive training, increased access to resources, and
strong socialization need to be implemented. Thus, these steps are expected to ensure the
successful implementation of the Independent Curriculum and make a positive contribution to the
development of education in the Madrasah Aliyah Pilot Project in Musi Banyuasin Regency.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Future research should prioritize longitudinal and mixed-methods studies to systematically
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evaluate the long-term impact of the Independent Curriculum on student competency
development, particularly in digital literacy, critical thinking, and the realization of the Pancasila
Student Profile across diverse madrasah contexts. Empirical investigations are needed to design,
implement, and validate scalable teacher professional development frameworks that specifically
address pedagogical readiness, collaborative instructional design, and networked learning
strategies aligned with contemporary educational theories. Additionally, policy-oriented research
must examine equitable resource allocation, sustainable technology integration, and community-
anchored learning ecosystems to mitigate infrastructure disparities, reduce resistance to
curricular change, and strengthen localized curriculum adaptation. Finally, the development of
robust, real-time monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, coupled with comparative multi-site
studies, will generate actionable evidence for transitioning successful pilot practices into a
resilient, inclusive, and future-ready madrasah education system.
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