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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of moral and value degradation alongside the
weakening of scholarly authority in contemporary society, particularly within the context of Islamic
higher education in Indonesia. The rapid advancement of information technology and digital
media has transformed the way knowledge is produced, disseminated, and validated, creating a
paradox in which access to information expands while trust in established sources of authority
diminishes. This research employs a qualitative approach through library research, analyzing
relevant literature, journal articles, and scholarly works related to value degradation and academic
authority. The findings indicate that factors such as globalization, digital disruption, information
overload, and the democratization of knowledge production contribute significantly to the erosion
of traditional value systems and scholarly credibility. The study recommends strengthening
character education, digital literacy, and the revitalization of kyai and ulama authority as strategic
responses to preserve moral integrity and academic legitimacy in the digital era.

Keywords: value degradation, scholarly authority, digital disruption, character education,
Islamic higher education

INTRODUCTION

The rapid transformation of global society in the twenty-first century has brought profound
changes not only to technological and economic systems but also to the moral and epistemological
foundations upon which human civilization has traditionally relied. Among the most pressing
challenges confronting contemporary society is the simultaneous degradation of ethical values

and the erosion of scholarly authority, two interrelated phenomena that threaten the integrity of
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both individual character formation and collective intellectual life. Value degradation refers to the
gradual weakening or abandonment of moral, ethical, and spiritual principles that have historically
guided human conduct, while the erosion of scholarly authority denotes the diminishing trust and
legitimacy accorded to traditional sources of knowledge, including scholars, religious leaders,
educators, and academic institutions (Edwards & Roy, 2017; Hamid & Wahyuni, 2024).

These two phenomena are not isolated; rather, they are deeply intertwined and mutually
reinforcing. As access to information becomes increasingly democratized through digital platforms
and social media, the traditional gatekeepers of knowledge—teachers, scholars, religious
authorities, and academic institutions—find their epistemic authority increasingly contested
(Hasra dkk., 2025; Hernawati dkk., 2024). Anyone with an internet connection can now produce,
publish, and disseminate information, regardless of their expertise or credibility. This
democratization, while offering certain benefits in terms of access and participation, has also
given rise to widespread misinformation, superficial understanding, and a general skepticism
toward established institutions of knowledge.

In the Indonesian context, this challenge is particularly salient within the sphere of Islamic
education, where the authority of kyai (religious scholars) and ulama has traditionally served as
the moral and intellectual compass for society. Pesantren-based institutions, such as those
affiliated with Nurul Jadid University, have long functioned as centers not only of religious
instruction but also of character formation and social guidance. However, the pervasive influence
of digital media and global cultural currents has begun to erode the deference once accorded to
these traditional authorities, as younger generations increasingly turn to online sources, social
media influencers, and algorithm-driven content for guidance on both practical and spiritual
matters (Hasra dkk., 2025; Rossello & Martinelli, 2024).

The consequences of this dual degradation are far-reaching. On one hand, the weakening
of value systems manifests in rising incidents of moral misconduct, declining civic engagement,
and increasing susceptibility to hoaxes and extremist ideologies. On the other hand, the erosion
of scholarly authority undermines the capacity of educational institutions to fulfill their
fundamental mission of cultivating critical, ethical, and knowledgeable citizens. When authority is
no longer grounded in expertise, rigor, or moral integrity but instead in popularity, virality, or
algorithmic visibility, the very foundations of a healthy epistemic and moral ecosystem are placed
at risk (Challenging Academia: A Critical Space for Controversial Social Issues, 2021; Rossello &
Martinelli, 2024).
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Given these dynamics, it becomes imperative to critically examine the factors contributing
to value degradation and the erosion of scholarly authority, as well as to explore strategic
responses that can help restore and reinforce both moral integrity and academic legitimacy. This
study aims to analyze these interrelated challenges within the broader context of contemporary
Indonesian society, with particular attention to the implications for Islamic higher education
institutions. By synthesizing relevant literature and scholarly discourse, this research seeks to
contribute to a deeper understanding of how educational institutions, religious authorities, and
society at large can navigate the complex terrain of the digital era while preserving the essential
values and intellectual authority necessary for sustainable social and moral development.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study employs a qualitative research approach utilizing library research (studi pustaka)
as its primary methodological framework. Library research was selected as the most appropriate
method given the conceptual and theoretical nature of the phenomena under investigation—
namely, value degradation and the erosion of scholarly authority—which are best understood
through a comprehensive synthesis of existing literature, theoretical frameworks, and prior
empirical findings rather than primary field data collection (Ruiz-Eugenio dkk., 2024; Vasileiou
dkk., 2018).

The research process began with the identification and collection of relevant sources,
including peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, conference proceedings, and credible
institutional reports published within the last decade, with particular emphasis on works
addressing moral education, digital disruption, epistemic authority, and Islamic educational
thought. Sources were obtained through systematic searches of academic databases such as
Google Scholar, Scopus, and DOAJ, using keyword combinations including "value degradation,"

"moral decline," "scholarly authority," "epistemic authority," "digital disruption in education," and
"kyai authority in pesantren."

The data analysis technique employed in this study is descriptive-analytical, involving three
interrelated stages: data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. In the data reduction
stage, the collected literature was screened and filtered based on relevance, credibility, and
thematic alignment with the research focus. Sources that lacked scholarly rigor or were tangential
to the core themes were excluded from further analysis. In the data display stage, the selected
literature was organized thematically according to the key dimensions of the research problem,

namely: the conceptual foundations of value degradation, the theoretical underpinnings of
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scholarly authority, the socio-technological factors driving their erosion, and the strategic
responses proposed in existing scholarship (Goel, 2025; Gurung dkk., 2022).

To ensure the validity and reliability of the analysis, this study applies source triangulation,
cross-referencing multiple scholarly perspectives to identify convergences and divergences in the
literature. Additionally, a critical-hermeneutical approach was applied to interpret the underlying
meanings and implications of the reviewed texts, allowing the researchers to move beyond mere
description toward a more nuanced synthesis of the discourse surrounding value degradation and
academic authority.

The unit of analysis in this study is textual and conceptual rather than individual or
institutional, focusing on the discourse patterns, arguments, and theoretical propositions found
within the literature. This approach is consistent with the broader tradition of qualitative
conceptual research within the social sciences and Islamic studies, which prioritizes depth of
understanding and theoretical contribution over statistical generalizability.

It is important to note certain limitations inherent in this methodological approach. As a
library-based study, the findings are inherently dependent on the scope and quality of available
literature, and the absence of primary empirical data collection means that context-specific
dynamics within particular institutions—such as Nurul Jadid University itself—are addressed
primarily through secondary sources and illustrative reference rather than direct field
investigation (Vasileiou dkk., 2018; Wei dkk., 2020). Nevertheless, this methodological choice is
well-suited to the exploratory and theoretical objectives of the present study, which seeks to map
the conceptual terrain and propose a synthesized understanding of the challenges at hand,
providing a foundation upon which future empirical research may be built.

DISCUSSION
Conceptualizing Value Degradation

Value degradation, within the discourse of moral philosophy and educational sociology,
refers to the systematic weakening, distortion, or abandonment of the ethical, social, and spiritual
principles that traditionally govern human behavior and social interaction. Scholars have long
argued that values function as the normative compass guiding individual conduct and collective
social order; when these values erode, the resulting vacuum is often filled by relativism, hedonism,
or purely instrumental rationality that prioritizes personal gain over communal welfare (Hartz,
2023; Sancho-Gil, 2021).
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Several dimensions of value degradation can be identified in contemporary literature. First,
moral degradation concerns the decline in adherence to fundamental ethical principles such as
honesty, integrity, and responsibility, manifesting in phenomena such as corruption, academic
dishonesty, and social apathy. Second, spiritual degradation refers to the weakening of religious
consciousness and transcendental awareness, often exacerbated by secularization processes and
the increasing compartmentalization of religious practice from everyday life (Huang, 2024; Reed
& Reed, 2022). Third, social degradation encompasses the erosion of communal solidarity, mutual
respect, and civic responsibility, frequently attributed to the rise of individualism fostered by
consumerist and digitally mediated lifestyles.

It is essential to distinguish value degradation from value change, as not all shifts in social
values constitute degradation. Value change may reflect legitimate cultural evolution and
adaptation to new social realities, whereas value degradation specifically denotes a decline in the
quality, coherence, or moral substance of the values held by individuals and communities
(Gonzalez dkk., 2022; Sadatmoosavi dkk., 2026). This distinction is crucial for avoiding an overly
conservative or nostalgic framing that dismisses all change as decline, while still allowing for
critical assessment of genuinely harmful shifts in normative orientation.

The causes of value degradation are multifaceted, encompassing both structural and
cultural factors. Structurally, rapid urbanization, economic pressures, and the weakening of
traditional community institutions have reduced the social mechanisms that once reinforced
shared values through face-to-face accountability and communal oversight. Culturally, the
pervasive influence of global media, consumer capitalism, and digital technology has introduced
competing value systems that often prioritize instant gratification, material success, and individual
autonomy over communal obligation and long-term ethical commitment (Sadatmoosavi dkk.,
2026; Timmis dkk., 2025).

Within the Indonesian context, value degradation is frequently discussed in relation to the
concept of akhlak (moral character) in Islamic educational discourse, wherein the cultivation of
noble character is regarded as the ultimate objective of education, surpassing mere intellectual
attainment (Fasenfest, 2021; Maistry, 2019). The perceived decline in akhlak among younger
generations—evidenced by rising cases of juvenile delinquency, substance abuse, cyberbullying,
and disrespect toward elders and teachers—has become a central concern for educators, religious
leaders, and policymakers alike.

Importantly, value degradation should not be understood as a uniform or monolithic
phenomenon; it manifests differently across social strata, geographic regions, and institutional
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contexts. Urban youth exposed to global digital culture may experience different pressures and
manifestations of value erosion compared to their rural counterparts embedded within more
traditional community structures. This heterogeneity underscores the necessity of context-
sensitive analysis when examining the causes and consequences of value degradation, rather than
relying on generalized assumptions that may not accurately capture the lived realities of diverse
populations.

Understanding Scholarly Authority

Scholarly authority, or epistemic authority, refers to the legitimacy and trust accorded to
individuals or institutions recognized as credible sources of knowledge, based on their expertise,
rigorous training, and adherence to established standards of inquiry. Traditionally, this authority
has been vested in figures such as academics, scientists, religious scholars, and educational
institutions, whose credibility is derived from formal qualifications, peer recognition, and
demonstrated mastery of their respective fields.

In the Islamic intellectual tradition, scholarly authority is closely associated with the
concept of ulama and kyai, whose legitimacy stems not only from formal religious education but
also from moral integrity, spiritual depth, and social recognition within their communities. The
authority of the kyai, particularly within the pesantren tradition, is unique in that it combines
intellectual credibility with charismatic and spiritual leadership, positioning the kyai as both a
teacher and a moral exemplar whose guidance extends beyond academic instruction into matters
of everyday life and spiritual development (Fasenfest, 2021; Petzold & Nichols, 2025).

Contemporary scholarship distinguishes between several forms of authority relevant to
this discussion. Epistemic authority pertains to recognition based on knowledge and expertise,
while positional authority derives from formal institutional roles, such as professorship or
administrative leadership (Fasenfest, 2021; Petzold & Nichols, 2025). Charismatic authority,
following the Weberian typology, is grounded in personal qualities that inspire trust and devotion,
often observed in religious leadership contexts. In traditional societies, these forms of authority
frequently overlapped and reinforced one another, creating a cohesive structure of trust and
legitimacy around recognized knowledge-holders.

However, the digital age has introduced significant disruptions to these traditional
configurations of authority. The proliferation of online platforms has enabled the emergence of
alternative knowledge sources—including social media influencers, self-proclaimed experts, and
algorithmically curated content—that compete directly with traditional scholarly and religious
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authorities for public attention and trust. This phenomenon, often described in the literature as
the "democratization of knowledge," carries both emancipatory and disruptive potential: it
empowers previously marginalized voices to participate in public discourse, while simultaneously
undermining the mechanisms of quality control and peer validation that have historically ensured
the reliability of authoritative knowledge (Chesterman & Chieh, 2026; Orhan dkk., 2024; Petzold
& Nichols, 2025).

Furthermore, the erosion of scholarly authority is compounded by a broader crisis of
institutional trust observed across many societies, wherein public confidence in universities,
religious institutions, media organizations, and government bodies has declined significantly in
recent decades (Agate dkk., 2020; Bell & Lewis, 2022). This crisis of trust is often attributed to
perceived elitism, disconnect from public concerns, scandals involving institutional figures, and
the amplification of skepticism through partisan and algorithmically polarized media
environments.

Within the context of Islamic higher education institutions such as Nurul Jadid University,
the challenge of maintaining scholarly authority is particularly complex, as these institutions must
navigate the dual imperative of upholding rigorous academic standards while preserving the
traditional spiritual authority associated with pesantren-based religious leadership (Agate dkk.,
2020; Butler & Spoelstra, 2014). The tension between modern academic credentialism and
traditional charismatic-religious authority represents a significant point of institutional
negotiation, requiring thoughtful integration rather than the wholesale abandonment of either
paradigm.

Drivers of Value Degradation in the Digital Age

The digital age has fundamentally transformed the socio-cultural environment within
which values are formed, transmitted, and internalized, introducing a range of new drivers that
accelerate the process of value degradation. Among the most significant of these drivers is the
phenomenon of information overload, wherein individuals are exposed to an overwhelming
volume of content on a daily basis, much of which lacks curation, verification, or contextual
framing (Agate dkk., 2020; Beigel, 2024). This constant bombardment of information can lead to
cognitive fatigue, reduced capacity for critical reflection, and an increased susceptibility to
superficial engagement with complex moral and social issues.

Social media platforms, in particular, have been identified as powerful vectors of value
transformation, given their algorithmic design that prioritizes engagement, virality, and emotional
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reactivity over accuracy, depth, or ethical consideration. Content that provokes outrage,
sensationalism, or entertainment value tends to receive disproportionate visibility compared to
content that promotes reflective, nuanced moral reasoning. This algorithmic bias inadvertently
incentivizes the production and consumption of content that may undermine, rather than
reinforce, traditional value systems (Chesterman & Chieh, 2026; Orhan dkk., 2024).

Globalization constitutes another significant driver, facilitating the rapid diffusion of
cultural norms, lifestyles, and value orientations across geographic and cultural boundaries. While
globalization offers opportunities for cross-cultural understanding and exchange, it also generates
tension when imported value systems conflict with local traditions and religious teachings.
Younger generations, in particular, often find themselves navigating competing value
frameworks—those inherited from family, religious community, and local tradition, versus those
absorbed through global media, entertainment, and digital culture—resulting in identity
confusion and value ambiguity (Chesterman & Chieh, 2026; Petzold & Nichols, 2025).

Economic pressures also play a substantial role in value degradation, as the increasing
commodification of social relationships and the pervasive influence of consumer capitalism
encourage the prioritization of material success and individual achievement over communal
welfare and ethical conduct (Hansen, 2026; Kumar, 2025). The pursuit of economic advancement,
particularly in contexts of limited opportunity and heightened competition, can incentivize
shortcuts, dishonesty, and the erosion of professional and academic integrity, as evidenced by
rising concerns over plagiarism, corruption, and unethical business practices.

The weakening of traditional socialization institutions—including the family, religious
community, and local educational structures—further exacerbates value degradation by reducing
the frequency and quality of interpersonal moral guidance that these institutions historically
provided. As family structures become more fragmented due to urbanization, migration, and
changing work patterns, and as religious and community institutions struggle to maintain
relevance among digitally engaged youth, the transmission of values through direct, relational
mentorship becomes increasingly difficult to sustain.

Additionally, the phenomenon of moral relativism, propagated through postmodernist
discourse and amplified by digital pluralism, has contributed to a broader skepticism toward the
existence of universal or objective moral standards. This relativistic orientation, while
intellectually significant in academic discourse, can be misapplied at the popular level to justify
ethical permissiveness and the rejection of established normative frameworks, further
contributing to the perception of pervasive value degradation among younger generations
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(Bauwens dkk., 2023).

Finally, the absence of consistent and effective character education within formal
educational curricula has been identified as a critical structural gap contributing to value
degradation. Despite widespread rhetorical commitment to character education in national
educational policy, implementation often remains superficial, poorly integrated into pedagogical
practice, and insufficiently reinforced through consistent institutional culture, resulting in a
disconnect between stated educational values and actual student experience.

The Erosion of Scholarly and Religious Authority

Parallel to the degradation of societal values, the erosion of scholarly and religious
authority represents a distinct yet interconnected challenge confronting contemporary
educational and religious institutions. This erosion manifests in several interrelated phenomena,
each contributing to the diminishing legitimacy of traditional knowledge-holders in the eyes of the
public, particularly among younger generations.

One of the most significant contributors to this erosion is the democratization of
information production and dissemination facilitated by digital technology. Whereas knowledge
production was historically concentrated within formal institutions—universities, religious
seminaries, and publishing houses—subject to rigorous processes of peer review, editorial
oversight, and institutional accountability, the digital era has enabled virtually anyone to produce
and disseminate content with minimal barriers to entry. While this democratization carries
genuine emancipatory potential, it has also given rise to a proliferation of misinformation, pseudo-
expertise, and unqualified commentary that competes directly with rigorously vetted scholarly
and religious knowledge (Kobylarek & Maturkanic, 2025).

This competitive dynamic is further intensified by the algorithmic logic of digital platforms,
which often privilege content based on engagement metrics rather than accuracy or credibility.
Consequently, sensationalized or emotionally charged content—regardless of its scholarly merit—
frequently achieves greater visibility and influence than carefully reasoned, evidence-based
scholarship. This creates a paradoxical environment in which genuine expertise is systematically
disadvantaged relative to attention-optimized content, contributing to what some scholars have
termed an "epistemic crisis" in contemporary public discourse.

The erosion of religious authority, specifically within the Indonesian Islamic context,
presents additional complexities. Historically, the authority of the kyai and ulama was reinforced
through direct, sustained relationships within pesantren communities, wherein students (santri)
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developed deep bonds of trust and deference through years of close mentorship and communal
living. However, the rise of online religious content—including social media preachers, viral
religious commentary, and algorithmically curated religious content—has introduced alternative
sources of religious guidance that often lack the rigorous scholarly training, ijazah (transmission
of knowledge), and communal accountability traditionally associated with established ulama.

This phenomenon has been described in the literature as the fragmentation of religious
authority, wherein the traditional hierarchical and relationally grounded structure of religious
knowledge transmission is increasingly supplemented—and in some cases supplanted—by
decentralized, individualized engagement with religious content mediated through digital
platforms (Petzold & Nichols, 2025). While this fragmentation offers certain benefits in terms of
accessibility and diversity of religious perspectives, it also raises legitimate concerns regarding the
potential for misinterpretation, superficial understanding, and susceptibility to extremist or
unorthodox religious narratives that lack proper scholarly grounding.

Moreover, broader societal trends toward institutional skepticism—fueled by high-profile
scandals, perceived elitism, and growing awareness of historical injustices associated with various
institutions—have contributed to a generalized erosion of trust that extends beyond specific
instances of misconduct to encompass entire categories of traditional authority. Academic
institutions, in particular, face mounting scrutiny regarding issues such as research misconduct,
credential inflation, and perceived disconnect from practical societal concerns, further
complicating efforts to maintain public trust and legitimacy (Taber, 2018).

The cumulative effect of these dynamics is a complex and often contradictory landscape in
which traditional scholarly and religious authorities must navigate diminished automatic
deference while simultaneously being called upon to provide moral and intellectual guidance in
an increasingly fragmented and contested information environment.

Implications for Islamic Higher Education and Pesantren

The dual challenges of value degradation and eroding scholarly authority carry particularly
significant implications for Islamic higher education institutions, including universities such as
Nurul Jadid University, which are uniquely positioned at the intersection of traditional pesantren
pedagogy and modern academic frameworks. These institutions bear the distinctive responsibility
of cultivating both intellectual competence and moral-spiritual character among their students, a
mission that becomes increasingly complex within the contemporary socio-technological
environment.
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One significant implication concerns the transformation of pedagogical relationships
between educators and students. Traditional pesantren education relies heavily on close,
mentorship-based relationships between kyai, ustadz (teachers), and santri, characterized by
sustained personal interaction, communal living, and gradual character formation through
observation and emulation. However, as students increasingly engage with digital content and
alternative sources of information outside the direct purview of their educational institutions, the
depth and consistency of this traditional mentorship-based approach face growing challenges,
potentially diluting its formative impact on character development.

Additionally, Islamic higher education institutions must grapple with the challenge of
maintaining curricular relevance and pedagogical credibility in an environment where students
have unprecedented access to alternative, often competing, sources of religious and academic
knowledge. This necessitates a re-evaluation of pedagogical approaches to ensure that formal
educational content remains engaging, rigorous, and responsive to the epistemic needs and
expectations of digitally native students, without compromising the depth and authenticity of
traditional Islamic scholarship.

The erosion of scholarly authority also presents institutional legitimacy challenges, as
universities must increasingly demonstrate their value and credibility not merely through
traditional markers of institutional prestige but through tangible engagement with contemporary
societal concerns, transparent academic practices, and responsiveness to public accountability
expectations. This shift requires Islamic higher education institutions to actively cultivate trust
through demonstrated competence, ethical conduct, and meaningful community engagement,
rather than relying solely on inherited institutional or religious authority.

Furthermore, the phenomenon of value degradation among students necessitates a
renewed institutional commitment to character education (pendidikan karakter) as a central,
rather than peripheral, component of the educational mission. This requires moving beyond
superficial or symbolic character education initiatives toward the integration of moral and spiritual
formation throughout the entire educational experience, encompassing curriculum design,
extracurricular activities, institutional culture, and the modeling of ethical conduct by faculty and
administrative leadership.

Islamic higher education institutions are also uniquely positioned to address the broader
epistemic crisis by cultivating critical digital literacy among students, equipping them with the
analytical tools necessary to navigate the complex and often contradictory information
environment they encounter online. This includes fostering the capacity to critically evaluate
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religious and academic content encountered through digital platforms, distinguishing between
rigorously grounded scholarship and superficial or potentially misleading content, and developing
a discerning, reflective approach to knowledge consumption that honors both intellectual rigor
and spiritual authenticity.

Interconnection between Value Degradation and Authority Erosion

The relationship between value degradation and the erosion of scholarly authority is
fundamentally reciprocal and mutually reinforcing, rather than merely coincidental or parallel. On
one hand, the weakening of traditional value systems reduces individuals' inherent respect for
and deference toward established authorities, as the cultural and moral frameworks that
traditionally legitimized such authority become increasingly contested or abandoned. When
respect for elders, teachers, and religious leaders is no longer reinforced through consistent value
socialization, the foundational cultural infrastructure supporting scholarly and religious authority
is correspondingly weakened.

Conversely, the erosion of scholarly and religious authority contributes to value
degradation by removing or diminishing the traditional mechanisms through which values were
historically transmitted, reinforced, and enforced within communities. When individuals no longer
trust or defer to established sources of moral and intellectual guidance, they become more
susceptible to alternative, potentially less rigorous or ethically grounded sources of influence,
including peer groups, social media influencers, and algorithmically curated content that may
prioritize engagement over ethical substance.

This reciprocal dynamic creates what might be described as a self-reinforcing cycle of
epistemic and moral erosion, wherein diminished trust in authority accelerates value degradation,
which in turn further undermines the perceived legitimacy and relevance of traditional authority
structures. Breaking this cycle requires simultaneous intervention at both levels—restoring the
credibility and relevance of scholarly and religious authority while actively reinforcing value
education and character formation—rather than addressing either phenomenon in isolation.

Importantly, this interconnection also suggests that efforts to address value degradation
cannot succeed without corresponding attention to the legitimacy and credibility of the
institutions and individuals responsible for value transmission. Character education initiatives
implemented by institutions perceived as lacking credibility or authenticity are unlikely to achieve
meaningful impact, regardless of their curricular sophistication. Similarly, efforts to restore
scholarly and religious authority through purely institutional or credentialist means, without
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genuine engagement with contemporary value concerns and demonstrated ethical conduct, are
likely to encounter continued public skepticism (Sadatmoosavi dkk., 2026).

This interconnected understanding has significant implications for institutional strategy,
suggesting that Islamic higher education institutions must pursue integrated approaches that
simultaneously address value formation and authority legitimation, recognizing that these are not
separate challenges to be addressed through isolated interventions, but rather interconnected
dimensions of a broader socio-educational ecosystem requiring holistic, coordinated response.

4.7 Strategic Responses and Institutional Reform

Addressing the interconnected challenges of value degradation and eroding scholarly
authority requires comprehensive, multi-dimensional strategic responses that engage both the
structural and cultural dimensions of these phenomena. Several key strategies emerge from the
reviewed literature as particularly promising avenues for institutional reform and societal
response.

First, the strengthening of character education represents a foundational strategic
response, requiring institutions to move beyond symbolic or superficial approaches toward the
genuine integration of moral and spiritual formation throughout the educational experience. This
involves embedding character development objectives within curriculum design across all
academic disciplines, rather than confining moral education to isolated religious or civic education
courses. Additionally, character education must be reinforced through consistent institutional
culture, including the modeling of ethical conduct by faculty, staff, and institutional leadership,
thereby ensuring alignment between stated values and lived institutional practice (Rhodes &
Linnenluecke, 2025).

Second, the cultivation of digital literacy emerges as an essential strategic priority,
equipping students and broader society with the critical analytical skills necessary to navigate the
complex digital information environment responsibly. This includes fostering the capacity to
critically evaluate source credibility, recognize misinformation and manipulative content
strategies, and develop discerning consumption habits that prioritize depth and accuracy over
sensationalism and virality(Alibasi¢ dkk., 2024). Educational institutions, including Islamic
universities, are well-positioned to integrate digital literacy education within their broader
curricular offerings, ensuring that students develop the epistemic resilience necessary to engage
constructively with digital information sources.
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Third, the revitalization of traditional scholarly and religious authority requires a strategic
balance between preserving the essential characteristics that historically legitimized such
authority—including rigorous scholarship, moral integrity, and sustained community
engagement—while adapting the mechanisms of authority transmission to remain relevant within
contemporary digital contexts. This may involve the strategic use of digital platforms by legitimate
scholars and religious authorities to engage directly with younger, digitally native audiences,
thereby reclaiming visibility and relevance within spaces increasingly dominated by less rigorous
alternative voices.

Fourth, institutional transparency and accountability mechanisms play a crucial role in
restoring public trust in scholarly and educational institutions. This includes transparent academic
practices, responsive governance structures, and genuine engagement with community concerns
and feedback, thereby demonstrating institutional credibility through observable conduct rather
than relying solely on inherited or traditional legitimacy claims.

Fifth, the strengthening of collaborative partnerships between families, religious
communities, and educational institutions is essential for creating a coherent, mutually reinforcing
value socialization environment. Given the significant role that fragmented socialization
structures play in contributing to value degradation, coordinated efforts across these various
socializing institutions can help ensure greater consistency and reinforcement in value
transmission processes experienced by younger generations (Hermanowicz & Hermanowicz,
2023).

Finally, ongoing research and scholarly discourse addressing the evolving dynamics of
value degradation and authority erosion within digital contexts remains essential for informing
evidence-based institutional and policy responses. As the digital information environment
continues to evolve rapidly, sustained scholarly attention to these phenomena will be necessary
to ensure that institutional responses remain relevant, effective, and appropriately calibrated to
emerging challenges.

Collectively, these strategic responses suggest that addressing the challenges of value
degradation and eroding scholarly authority requires sustained, coordinated, and adaptive
institutional commitment, recognizing that these are not problems amenable to quick or
superficial solutions, but rather ongoing challenges requiring continuous institutional reflection,
adaptation, and genuine commitment to both intellectual rigor and moral integrity.
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CONCLUSION

This study has examined the interconnected phenomena of value degradation and the
erosion of scholarly authority within the context of contemporary Indonesian society, with
particular attention to their implications for Islamic higher education institutions such as Nurul
Jadid University. Through a qualitative library research approach, this study has demonstrated
that these two phenomena are not isolated occurrences but are deeply interrelated, forming a
reciprocal and mutually reinforcing dynamic in which the weakening of moral value systems
contributes to diminished trust in traditional authority, while the erosion of authority
correspondingly undermines the mechanisms through which values are historically transmitted
and reinforced within society.

The findings reveal that value degradation manifests across moral, spiritual, and social
dimensions, driven by a complex interplay of structural and cultural factors including digital
disruption, information overload, globalization, economic pressures, and the weakening of
traditional socialization institutions such as family and religious community. Simultaneously, the
erosion of scholarly and religious authority is significantly influenced by the democratization of
information production, algorithmic biases favoring engagement over accuracy, the
fragmentation of religious authority structures, and broader societal trends toward institutional
skepticism.

Within the specific context of Islamic higher education, these challenges carry significant
implications for pedagogical practice, institutional legitimacy, and the fundamental mission of
character formation that has traditionally distinguished pesantren-based educational institutions.
The traditional mentorship-based relationship between kyai, ustadz, and santri faces increasing
pressure from alternative digital sources of information and guidance, necessitating thoughtful
institutional adaptation that preserves the essential values of traditional Islamic education while
responsively engaging with contemporary digital realities.

The study proposes several strategic responses to address these interconnected
challenges, including the genuine integration of character education throughout the educational
experience, the cultivation of critical digital literacy among students, the strategic revitalization of
scholarly and religious authority through adapted engagement with digital platforms, the
strengthening of institutional transparency and accountability, and the fostering of collaborative
partnerships between families, religious communities, and educational institutions. These
responses emphasize that addressing value degradation and authority erosion requires holistic,
coordinated intervention rather than isolated or superficial efforts.

5118
IJEVSS, Volume 05 Issue 03, 2026

Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International License



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Iniernanonal Journal ol Educaiion, Vocaiional and Social Science

hiips:/ /e-joumal.cafakensuifindo.or.id/index.php /IJEVSS
E-ISSN : 2063 4954 L LAAN

This research contributes to the broader scholarly discourse on moral education and
epistemic authority by highlighting the reciprocal nature of these interconnected phenomena,
offering a conceptual foundation for future empirical investigation within specific institutional
contexts. Future research employing field-based methodologies, including surveys, interviews,
and case studies within specific pesantren and Islamic higher education institutions, would
provide valuable empirical validation and contextual refinement of the theoretical propositions
advanced in this study.

Ultimately, the preservation of both moral integrity and scholarly legitimacy in the
contemporary digital era requires sustained, adaptive, and collaborative institutional
commitment. Islamic higher education institutions, given their unique positioning at the
intersection of traditional religious authority and modern academic frameworks, bear a particular
responsibility to model integrated approaches that honor both intellectual rigor and ethical
formation, thereby contributing meaningfully to the broader societal effort to navigate the
complex challenges of the digital age while preserving the essential values and epistemic
foundations necessary for sustainable social and moral development.

REFERENCES

Agate, N., Kennison, R., Konkiel, S., Long, C., Rhody, J., Sacchi, S., & Weber, P. (2020). The
transformative power of values-enacted scholarship. Humanities and Social Sciences
Communications, 7. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-020-00647-z

Alibasi¢, H., Atkinson, C., & Pelcher, J. (2024). The liminal state of academic freedom: Navigating
corporatization in higher education. Discover Education, 3.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s44217-024-00086-x

Bauwens, T., Reike, D., & Calisto-Friant, M. (2023). Science for sale? Why academic marketization
is a problem and what sustainability research can do about it. Environmental Innovation
and Societal Transitions. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eist.2023.100749

Beigel, F. (2024). The transformative relation between publishers and editors: Research quality
and academic autonomy at stake. Quant. Sci. Stud., 6, 154-170.
https://doi.org/10.1162/qss_a_00343

Bell, M., & Lewis, N. (2022). Universities claim to value community-engaged scholarship: So why
do they discourage it? Public Understanding of Science, 32, 304-321.
https://doi.org/10.1177/09636625221118779

Butler, N., & Spoelstra, S. (2014). The Regime of Excellence and the Erosion of Ethos in Critical

5119
IJEVSS, Volume 05 Issue 03, 2026

Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International License



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Iniernanonal Journal ol Educaiion, Vocaiional and Social Science

htips:/ /e-joumal.cifakonsuifindo.or.id/index.php /IJEVSS
E-ISSN : 2063 4954 ll VSS

Management  Studies.  British  Journal of Management, 25, 538-550.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8551.12053

Challenging Academia: A Critical Space for Controversial Social Issues. (2021).
https://doi.org/10.3390/books978-3-0365-0827-6

Chesterman, S., & Chieh, L. H. (2026). Research Integrity and Academic Authority in the Age of
Artificial Intelligence: From Discovery to Curation? ArXiv, abs/2601.05574.
https://doi.org/10.48550/arxiv.2601.05574

Edwards, M., & Roy, S. (2017). Academic Research in the 21st Century: Maintaining Scientific
Integrity in a Climate of Perverse Incentives and Hypercompetition. Environmental
Engineering Science, 34, 51-61. https://doi.org/10.1089/ees.2016.0223

Fasenfest, D. (2021). Reflections on the Decline of Academia: Large Problems and Small Minds.
Critical Sociology, 47, 1057-1063. https://doi.org/10.1177/08969205211054607

Goel, I. (2025). Rituals of Harm: Castration and Genealogies of Sacred Wound Cultures in the Hijra
Communities of India. Behavioral sciences & the law. https://doi.org/10.1002/bs|.2713

Gonzalez, P., Wilson, G., & Purvis, A. (2022). Peer review in academic publishing: Challenges in
achieving the gold standard. Journal of University Teaching and Learning Practice.
https://doi.org/10.53761/1.19.5.1

Gurung, D., Poudyal, A., Wang, Y., Neupane, M., Bhattarai, K., Wahid, S., Aryal, S., Heim, E.,
Gronholm, P., Thornicroft, G., & Kohrt, B. (2022). Stigma against mental health disorders
in Nepal conceptualised with a ‘what matters most’” framework: A scoping review.
Epidemiology and Psychiatric Sciences, 31. https://doi.org/10.1017/s2045796021000809

Hamid, N., & Wahyuni, S. (2024). A Multicultural Islamic Religious Education Curriculum
Development. Jurnal Pendidikan Islam. https://doi.org/10.38073/jpi.v14i2.1731

Hansen, T. (2026). Symbolic scarcity and epistemic waste: A systems theory of academic publishing
failure. Research Integrity and Peer Review, 11. https://doi.org/10.1186/s41073-026-
00193-3

Hartz, R. (2023). Demeaning, depriving, and isolating the academic subject: A case study of the
degradation of professional autonomy. Management Learning, 55, 703-719.
https://doi.org/10.1177/13505076231207938

Hasra, R., Sah, Moh. A., Mashuri, S., & Ubadah, U. (2025). Avoiding Social Discord via Islamic
Religious Education Rooted in Multiculturalism Islamic Religious Education. Maharot :
Journal of Islamic Education. https://doi.org/10.28944/maharot.v9i1.2078

Hermanowicz, E., & Hermanowicz, J. (2023). The Perversion of Virtue—Causes and Consequences

5120
IJEVSS, Volume 05 Issue 03, 2026

Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International License



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Iniernanonal Journal ol Educaiion, Vocaiional and Social Science

htips:/ /e-joumal.cifakonsuifindo.or.id/index.php /IJEVSS
E-ISSN : 2063 4954 ll VSS

of Threats to Academic Freedom in the Contemporary University. Journal of Controversial
Ideas. https://doi.org/10.35995/jci03010009

Hernawati, S., Hafizh, M., & Arya, M. N. F. (2024). Adjusting the Ideal Islamic Religious Education
Curriculum to the Development of Al-Based Technology. Progresiva : Jurnal Pemikiran dan
Pendidikan Islam. https://doi.org/10.22219/progresiva.v13i01.32931

Huang, Q. (2024). From Ivory Towers to Corporate Ladders: The Impact of Managerialism on
Academic Profession. Adult and Higher Education.
https://doi.org/10.23977/aduhe.2024.060124

Kobylarek, A., & Maturkanic, P. (2025). Value Order Decomposition as an Educational Challenge.
Journal of Education Culture and Society. https://doi.org/10.15503/jecs2025.3.7.14

Kumar, R. (2025). Silenced Professoriate. Brock Education Journal.
https://doi.org/10.26522/brocked.v34i1.1186

Maistry, S. (2019). (Re)counting the high cost of predatory publishing and the effect of a neoliberal
performativity culture. Journal of Education. https://doi.org/10.17159/2520-9868/i75a01

Orhan, M., Bal, P., & Van Rossenberg, Y. (2024). Rise of the most excellent scholar, demise of the
field: A fictional story, yet probable destiny. Culture and Organization, 31, 86-105.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14759551.2024.2383891

Petzold, A., & Nichols, M. (2025). Regaining Scientific Authority in a Post-Truth Landscape. Publ.,
13, 65. https://doi.org/10.3390/publications13040065

Reed, C., & Reed, M. (2022). Expert Authority in Crisis: Making Authority Real Through Struggle.
Organization Theory, 3. https://doi.org/10.1177/26317877221131587

Rhodes, C., & Linnenluecke, M. (2025). The junkification of research. Organization.
https://doi.org/10.1177/13505084251399576

Rossello, G., & Martinelli, A. (2024). Breach of academic values and misconduct: The case of Sci-
Hub. Scientometrics, 129, 5227-5263. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-024-05046-8

Ruiz-Eugenio, L., Valls-Carol, R., Flecha, A., & Aubert, A. (2024). A systematic literature review and
case study on the social impact of the other women’s contributions to education and
dialogic feminism. Frontiers in Sociology, 9. https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2024.1477983

Sadatmoosavi, A., Khasseh, A., & Tajedini, O. (2026). Link rot in LIS literature: A 20-year study of
web citation decay, recovery and preservation challenges. Aslib Journal of Information
Management. https://doi.org/10.1108/ajim-05-2025-0286

Sancho-Gil, J. (2021). Quo vadis university? (¢ Quo vadis universidad?). Culture and Education, 33,
397-411. https://doi.org/10.1080/11356405.2021.1904659

5121
IJEVSS, Volume 05 Issue 03, 2026

Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International License



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Iniernanonal Journal ol Educaiion, Vocaiional and Social Science

hiips:/ /e-joumal.cafakensuifindo.or.id/index.php /IJEVSS EV‘ ‘
E-ISSN : 2963 4954 ” hadty

Taber, K. (2018). The end of academic standards? A lament on the erosion of scholarly values in
the post-truth world. Chemistry Education Research and Practice, 19, 9-14.
https://doi.org/10.1039/c7rp90012k

Timmis, K., Williams, P., Karahan, Z., Lépez-Garcia, P., Rainey, P., Chavarria, M., Greening, C.,
Steward, K., Hallsworth, J., Pereira, C. S., Giraldo, R., Verstraete, W., Jonji¢, S., Ramos, J.-L.,
Nunes, O., Ventosa, A., Armstrong, R., Sessitsch, A., Ron, E., & Wang, H. (2025). Journals
Operating Predatory Practices Are Systematically Eroding the Science Ethos: A Gate and
Code Strategy to Minimise Their Operating Space and Restore Research Best Practice.
Microbial Biotechnology, 18. https://doi.org/10.1111/1751-7915.70180

Vasileiou, K., Barnett, J., Thorpe, S., & Young, T. (2018). Characterising and justifying sample size
sufficiency in interview-based studies: Systematic analysis of qualitative health research
over a 15-year period. BMC Medical Research  Methodology, 18.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12874-018-0594-7

Wei, Y., Zheng, P., Deng, H., Wang, X., Li, X., & Fu, H. (2020). Design Features for Improving Mobile
Health Intervention User Engagement: Systematic Review and Thematic Analysis. Journal
of Medical Internet Research, 22. https://doi.org/10.2196/21687

5122
IJEVSS, Volume 05 Issue 03, 2026

Copyright at authors some right reserved this work is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International License



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

